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The Hampden Fire Department i is the ee of $4, 313 ayers fire 
education grants, which will enable firefighters to conduct various 
educational activities with students and seniors throughout the year. 
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State awards fire 
education grants 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


Residents of Hampden and 
Wilbraham may put some fears 
to rest this year, as each town’s 
fire department is set to get a 
spark in safety funding. 

The Baker-Polito admin- 
istration, as well as the state’s 
Department of Fire Services, 


announced the release of nearly 
$2 million in fire safety educa- 
tion grant funds as part of the 
Student Awareness of Fire Edu- 
cation (SAFE) and Senior SAFE 
grants. Statewide, 248 communi- 
ties are recipients of the funding 
to educate two of the most at-risk 
demographics in the realm of fire 
safety. 

Hampden is set to receive 
$1,965 in SAFE funds and 
$2,348 for the Senior SAFE pro- 
gram. Wilbraham will receive 
$3,965 and $2,348 for SAFE and 
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Wilbraham Firefighter 

Jeff Kristek (left) helps 
Madison Lafleur, 2, operate 
the fire hose during the 
department’s open house 
Oct. 19. The department 
received $6,313 in state fire 
education grants to conduct 
similar outreach throughout 
the year. TIMES FILE PHOTO / 
DAVID MILES 


—— 


Senior SAFE funds respectively. 
“Since 1995, the SAFE pro- 
gram has brought fire education 
to hundreds of thousands of stu- 
dents in the commonwealth,” 
Gov. Charlie Baker said. “This 
program allows firefighters and 
teachers to work together to pro- 
vide fire and life safety educa- 
tion to young people.” 
According to a press release 


Forum mulls ambulance service 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


HAMPDEN — With the 
town’s ambulance contract soon 
to expire, a score of concerned 
residents attended the Jan. 21 
Hampden Community Forum 
to voice grievances with the 
current service and discuss how 
to proceed moving forward. 

In recent years, the town has 
employed the services of Amer- 
ican Medical Response; an am- 
bulance stationed in East Long- 
meadow attended to Hampden 
residents. East Longmeadow, 
however, recently switched to 
municipal service. 

As aresult, Hampden is now 
serviced by an ambulance that 
is stationed at AMR’s Spring- 
field location. Response times 
have consequently suffered. 

Local first responders can 
respond to the scene and pro- 
vide basic treatment but are not 
licensed to transport individuals 
out of town to medical facili- 
ties. Therefore, they must wait 
at the scene for an ambulance to 
arrive. 

During the forum, fliers pro- 
vided by the Hampden Police 
Department were distributed to 
attendees, educating them on 
the growing trend. The print- 
outs listed ambulance response 
times to 18 separate calls that 
occurred in town between Nov. 





Residents raise their hands showing support for a potential 
ambulance service provided in town through the Hampden Fire 
Department. The informal poll was part of a public forum Jan. 21 
in the Town House auditorium. TIMES STAFF PHOTO BY DALTON ZBIERSKI 


1 and Jan. 19. 

The times listed ranged from 
18 minutes to 30 minutes, with 
an average response time of 
nearly 23 minutes. To express 
his frustrations with the unre- 
liability of the current service, 
Police Chief Jeff Farnsworth 
shared details of another con- 
cerning occurrence. 

“What I didn’t put down 
there is that in the same time- 
span, we had two people upset 
that an ambulance didn’t show 
up. One was in the parking lot 
of the police department with 
chest pains. After 32 minutes, 


the family member put [the in- 
dividual] in the car and drove to 
the hospital,” he said. 

Town Administrator Bob 
Markel noted that the nationally 
accepted response time is eight 
minutes. He minced no words 
when describing the importance 
of finding a solution. 

“The issue 1s that when an 
ambulance is needed and it 
doesn’t respond timely, we’re 
going to lose people, particu- 
larly if they have they serious 
health crises,” said Markel. 

Fortunately, the town is ac- 
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Departments receive a safety spark 


announcing the awards, since 
the inception of the program, the 
number of children dying in fires 
annually has dropped by 76 per- 
cent. The program funds various 
forms of educational outreach 
including home visits, smoke 
and carbon monoxide alarm in- 
stallations, and presentations at 
schools and senior centers. 

For Wilbraham Fire Chief 








Michael Andrews, the  an- 
nouncement is great news for 
the department and community 
members, as the funding allows 
his staff the ability to educate 
residents with little impact to the 
town budget. 

“This 18 very important to 
us,’ Andrews said. “It allows us 
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School voters to face 
STM for roof proposal 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


WILBRAHAM - __ This 
March, Wilbraham voters are set 
to face a Special Town Meeting 
with officials hoping to secure 
funding for a new roof replace- 
ment at Wilbraham Middle 
School. 

The most recent figures, 
presented to the community at 
the Jan. 9 and 23 meetings of 
the School Committee, amount 
to a project cost of $3,169,733. 
Of that total, the Massachu- 
setts School Building Authority 
will pay 55 percent through its 
Accelerated Repair Program, 
with Wilbraham and the Hamp- 
den- Wilbraham Regional School 
District responsible for 45 per- 
cent, according to Howard Bar- 
ber, the district’s director of 
finance, operations and human 
resources. 

Barber informed the commit- 
tee Jan. 9 that for roughly the past 
six months, district officials have 
been working with the MSBA 
and an owner’s project manager 
on the next steps in the process, 
with numerous meetings sched- 
uled through February. Through 
discussion with the Wilbraham 
Finance Committee, he _ said 
the town’s share of the funding 


would likely come through the 
capital projects stabilization ac- 
count. 

“It seems like we’re in very 
good shape,” Barber said. 

School Committee member 
William Bontempi said the com- 
mittee needed to draft warrant 
articles to both towns, in a sim- 
ilar fashion used when Hampden 
paid for improvements at Green 
Meadows School that were fin- 
ished in 2004. While Hampden 
voters would face a warrant arti- 
cle, Bontempi said voters would 
take no action, as Wilbraham 
would be responsible for the cap- 
ital improvements on the build- 
ing it owns and leases for educa- 
tional purposes to the district. 

According to Barber, the 
district has averaged between 
$20,000 and $40,000 in repairs 
each year solely on the roof at 
WMS, which is past its expect- 
ed lifetime. He noted, per the 
regional agreement, the district 
covers the first $25,000 per re- 
pair on any of its buildings, with 
each town paying a percentage 
based on their percentage share 
of the district. 

During its Jan. 23 meeting, 
the committee voted to approve 
the warrant article pertaining 
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By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


WILBRAHAM - __ Flip 
through the pages of The Wil- 
braham-Hampden ‘Times and 
many will see something miss- 
ing from a growing number of 
communities across the country: 
hometown happenings, photo- 
graphs and first drafts of history 
sourced by a team of journalists. 

As the world continues its 
push for immediate informa- 
tion and goods, driven by the 
convenience of the Internet and 
rapidly-advancing technolo- 
gies, the ways in which people 
receive and communicate the 
news of the day change just as 
rapidly. While some might see 
newspapers as an archaic relic 
of the past, when information 
was slow-moving and people 
had hours to spend consuming 
and critiquing printed reports, 
one local publisher continues to 
see print news as a vital resource 
to towns like Hampden and Wil- 
braham. 

“Print will never die,’ said 
Keith Turley, president of Tur- 
ley Publications Inc., speaking 
to the Rotary Club of Wilbra- 
ham-Hampden Jan. 22 during 
the club’s dinner meeting at the 
Country Club of Wilbraham. 


“Tt’s a social activity and you G Xe 
not bombarded with pop-ups.” 

Turley oversees the business 
operations for the company that 
publishes 13 community weekly 
newspapers covering 50 com- 
munities in Western Massachu- 
setts including The Times, the 
Register in Ludlow, the Jour- 
nal Register that covers Palm- 
er and Monson, the Sentinel in 
Belchertown, as well as several 
magazines and specialty pub- 
lications. Over the years, the 
company has supported many 
community events, including the 
annual Wilbraham Tree Light- 
ing, the Veterans Picnic in the 
Park and the Rotary Club’s first 
Tour de Minnechaug Mountain 
fundraiser last year. 

“Journalism today is_ hy- 
per-local,’ Turley said, “cov- 
ering events that are important 
but with a staff of professional 
journalists.” 

He noted nationally, folks 
tend to see news almost in a 
bubble, segmented by a partic- 
ular ideology and overall, news 
sources have gone through dras- 
tic changes. Through the devel- 
opment of the Internet, Turley 
commented that outlets includ- 
ing CNN, which was once seen 
as instantaneous news, have be- 
come “obsolete now.” With the 


rise of social media, where indi- 
viduals can act as breaking news 
reporters and rumormongers, 
“verified news sources are get- 
ting harder and harder to find,” 
he said. 

Turley pointed to the na- 
tionwide political scene, where 
news and the media are often 
portrayed negatively. 

“There’s a notion in this 
country that the media is the en- 
emy of the people,” he said. “I 
believe the media is the fourth 
estate — it’s the protector of the 
people.” 

Supporting his claim, he not- 
ed a growing number of com- 
munities across the country are 
losing news sources. In some 
places, entire counties lack daily 
or weekly newspaper coverage 
to connect citizens with their 
municipal government, special 
events and businesses. Such ar- 
eas have been deemed “News 
Deserts.” 

Turley noted each of the 
company’s editors puts their 
own unique “stamp” on their 
papers, staying up-to-date on 
their communities and reflecting 
those communities in print each 
week. He informed the guests 
that readers won’t see much re- 
gional material in their papers, 
unless that content is of partic- 
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Publisher speaks on the status of print 


Keith Turley (left), president of Turley Publications Inc., publisher 

of The Wilbraham-Hampden Times, receives a gift from Zbigniew 
Kielczewski, president of the Rotary Club of Wilbraham-Hampden, 
Jan. 22. Turley delivered a talk regarding the local print industry to 
the club at the Country Club of Wilbraham. TIMES STAFF PHOTO BY TYLER 


S. WITKOP 


ular interest to the community, 
and the content is not pre-deter- 
mined through the company. 
“As weeklies, we have the 
luxury of checking and re-check- 
ing a story. The power of print 
is the process we go through,” 


he said. “One of my favorite 
parts of The Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den Times is the center spread, 
which is a community-driven 
snapshot of Hampden and Wil- 
braham, unique to this paper,’ 
Turley said. 
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State launches educational 
Savings program for newborns 


BOSTON — The state’s first 
post-high school education savings 
account program is now underway, 
available to every new child born or 
adopted in the Bay State. 

State Rep. Brian Ashe, D-Long- 
meadow, and ‘Treasurer Deborah 
Goldberg announced the BabySteps 
Savings Program, available through 
the Office of Economic Empow- 
erment, which provides a free $50 
seed deposit when a family member 
opens a college or vocational savings 
account through the Massachusetts 
Educational Financing Authority, or 
MEFA. 

“With the rising cost of post-sec- 
ondary education, the opportunity 
to receive a college or vocational 
degree is uncertain for many of our 


Lions Club to dish out 
annual fundraiser Feb. 2 


kids,’ Goldberg said. “BabySteps 
will encourage families to save and 
invest earlier for their children’s 
higher education.” 

All new parents or guardians will 
have one year after their child has 
been born or adopted to open a U. 
Fund 529 college savings account in 
order to receive the $50 deposit. The 
deposit will be transferred direct- 
ly into the child’s U.Fund account 
through MEFA and financed by the 
Treasurer’s Economic Empower- 
ment Trust Fund with support from 
private donors. 

The program builds upon Gold- 
berg’s two pilot programs — SeedMA 
and SoarMA — in economically and 
diverse areas of the state. To enroll, 
parents must check the box on the 


birth certificate they receive in the 
hospital (Parent Worksheet for Live 
Birth) to start the process or they 
may visit BabyStepsSavingsPlan. 
org. 
“T would like to thank Treasurer 
Goldberg for her innovative work on 
this program,” Ashe, who represents 
Hampden in the second Hampden 
District, said. “A family can never 
begin saving for college too soon and 
this plan will provide a great starting 
point and allow more students to at- 
tend college and graduate with less 
or no debt.” 

The BabySteps Savings Plan will 
also provide families with free fi- 
nancial education services. For more 
information, visit BabyStepsSaving- 
sPlan.org. 


Voter registration 
deadline announced 





HAMPDEN - While sports fans across the globe pre- 
pare for the biggest game of the year, the Hampden Lions 
Club will pile plates with stacks of pancakes as part of 
their annual Super Bowl Pancake Breakfast. 


WILBRAHAM - Voters wishing to participate in 
the upcoming Special Town Meeting scheduled for 
Monday, March 9 are reminded of the registration 
deadline, Town Clerk Carole Tardif announced. 

First-time voters who are or will be at least 
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THE BEST FRESH 





‘FOR SUPER SUNDAY 
TACKLE THE MUNCHIES! 


Party Wings and Boneless Wings 
BBQ, Teriyaki and Buffalo 


Chef Mike's Gumbo & 
Championship Chil 


Baby Back Ribs 
BBQ Pulled Pork 
Loaded Potato Skins 

4 “Kandied” Kielbasa 
&, Buffalo Chicken Dip 

_e Stuffed Mushrooms 
Randall's Meatballs, Italian & BBQ Beef 


Call to Order 
Boar's Head Deli Platters 


Snecials Jan. 29th - Feb, 4th 


Green Cabbage .................... 49°, 
California Carrots 1 bags....... 4.53 
Sweet Onions...................... C9. 
Hass Avocadoes.................. Zins 


Sweet Grape Tomatoes pint size... 2 i.°4 


Locally Grown 


Yukon Gold Potatoes 5 » pag ....°2.99 
Granny Smith or Gala Apples *1.49:. 


Guests are invited to the Hampden Senior Center, 104 
Allen St., Sunday, Feb. 2 from 8 a.m. to noon, where they 
may enjoy a low-cost breakfast consisting of pancakes, 
bacon, sausage and eggs, with beverages consisting of 
juice, coffee and tea. While eating breakfast and min- 
gling with the community, folks may also participate in 
a 50/50 raffle. 


Tropical Mangoes Large Size ..... 99... 
Boars Head Oven Gold Turkey *8.99:. 
Boars Head American Cheese. °4.99:. 


18-years-old on or before March 9, or who would 
like to change party affiliation, must register by 8 
p.m. Friday, Feb. 28. Folks may register daily at the 
Town Clerk’s Office in the Town Office Building, 240 
Springfield St., between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 
4:30 p.m., and until 8 p.m. Friday. Feb. 28. Residents 





Cost is $5 for adults and free for children 10-years- 


may also register or check their voter status online at 


old and younger, with all proceeds supporting local com- 
munity service projects and international Lions charities. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 


Bar & Grille 


Sunday, February 2nd 


BiG GANIE 


ET yf 
Start the day with Brunch 
and our Build Your Own 
Bloody Mary Bar and 


4 Pre-Game 
Tailgate Party! 


registertovotema.com. 
For more information, call 596-2800 ext. 200. 


2341 Boston Rd., (Rt. 20) Wilbraham 
413.279.2020 


= 


EST. 2016 


$5.00 Mimosas! 
Afternoon 


Serving our Game Grub Menu 


All Day and 


50¢ Wings 5pm-close! 


PHONE 
413.682.0007 


Fax: 413.682.0013 
Subscriptions: 413.283.8393 


EMAIL 


Advertising Sales 
Jocelyn Walker 
jwalker@turley.com 


Editor 
Tyler S. Witkop 
tyler@turley.com 


Subscriptions 
$45 per year pre-paid 
($50 out of state) 
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! 


Mon.-Wed. at 3pm 
Thurs.-Sun. at 11:30am 


Gs a_i 


THURSDAY-SUNDAY 


Made from Scratch Soups, Salads, 
Sandwiches, and Petite Portion Main Meals 


+2 oO 


THREE COURSE MEALS 


EVERY TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY 


$12 PRIME RIB 
NIGHT EVERY MONDAY 


route2Obarandgrille.com 


ANCHOR x HOUSE 


RESTAURANT 


CATERING 


Sunday, Feb. 2, Watch the Big Game 
On Our 160” Television Screen! 
Free Buffet from 6:00-7:00 pm! 





WEEKLY SPECIALS 


SUNDAY 
WINE & DINE 





FREE PIZZA 
MONDAY! 
BUY 1 
GET 2ND 
FREE! 





TUES., WED. THURS. 
FREE DESSERT WITH 
DINNER ENTREE 





FRI. & SAT. 
PRIME RIB 
ONLY 
$16.99 


Z 2589 BOSTON ROAD, WILBRAHAM 
Zi 413-596-3055 














USDA Fresh Pork Tenderloin *3.99:. 


Fresh Tulip Bouquets 
10 Stem Bunch “7.99 


Colorful English 


Primrose 
Butterscotch, Magenta, Lilac & MORE 


4. for *10 ($2.99 Each) 


sm To Chase Away Winter Chills 
Keep It Warm 


Fun & Colorful Ceramic 


TRAVEL MUGS 
°14.99 (Reg. $17.99) 


Bill's Garden Bar Greenhouse Workshop 
Thursday, February 6th @ 6pm 
Feng Shui Inspired Air Plant Stone Decor 
Combine Tillandsia Air Plants with a 
Grounding Stone and Metal Wire to Create 
a Soothing, Easy-Care Arrangement 
Bringing the Elements of Feng Shui to You 


$30 Includes Materials, Instruction, and 
First Adult Beverage or Soft Drink 


Please Call to Pre-Register 413-589-7071 


Valentine's Day 
Friday February 14th 
ROSES e Chocolates 

Dinner e Wine 


Beautiful Long Stem Roses 
By the Dozen or By the Stem 
Specially Wrapped & Bowed with Baby's Breath & Greens 


ALWAYS FRESH AT 


4 Inch Pots 








631 CENTER ST. Route 21 Mass Tpke Exit 7 
LUDLOW e 589-7071 ¢ www.randallsfarm.net 
OPEN MON - FRI 7AM - 8PM 
OPEN SAT & SUN 7AM - 7PM 


Find us on and Youtfit) 
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Don’t leave furry friends in the cold 


hile Mother Nature has surely been 

W wishy-washy with the weather this 

winter, it’s imperative we don’t for- 

get about our four-legged furry friends when it 
comes to their seasonal needs. 

The Massachusetts Emergency Manage- 
ment Agency has offered tips to help pet own- 
ers ensure they are being responsible caregiv- 
ers during these chilly winter months in New 
England. 

First, do not leave your pet outdoors 
when temperatures drop below freezing. You 
wouldn’t want to be out there — why would 
the dog? 

They need outdoor exercise, but take care 
not to keep them outdoors for lengthy periods 
of time during very cold weather. You may 
have a “cold-weather” breed of dog, but each 
pet is an individual, and those that live their 
lives mostly indoors need time to adapt to cold 
temperatures by building up a thicker coat and 
toughening their footpads for ice and snow. 

Short-coated dogs may feel more comfort- 


able wearing a sweater during walks. 

Many dogs need boots in cold weather, 
regardless of their coat length. If your dog 
frequently lifts up its paws, whines or stops 
during walks, it may be demonstrating its feet 
are uncomfortably cold. 

Boots can help protect from another winter 
hazard: road salt. If your pet walks on salted 
or chemically treated areas, be sure to wash its 
paws after your walk. Gently rub the bottom 
of the feet to remove these irritants as soon as 
your dog is off the road. 

Other big dangers of the winter months are 
antifreeze and de-icing chemicals. Many types 
of antifreeze have a sweet taste that can attract 
animals, but if they ingest the chemical it may 
prove to be fatal. Always store antifreeze out of 
reach and clean up spills. 

Speaking of cars, if you park outdoors, be 
sure to make sure there are no animals seek- 
ing warmth and shelter inside your car engine. 
Warm automobile engines are dangerous for 
cats and small wildlife. To avoid injuring hid- 


ing animals, bang on your car’s hood to scare 
them off before starting your engine. 

Keep pets on a leash when walking near 
suspected frozen bodies of water like lakes or 
ponds. The ice may not be sturdy enough to 
support its weight. If a pet falls through the ice, 
do not attempt to rescue it yourself; call 911 or 
go for help. 

If your pet does stay outside during the 
winter months, be mindful of wind-chill. Out- 
door dogs need a dry, draft-free doghouse that 
is large enough to allow it to both sit and lie 
down comfortably, but small enough to retain 
body heat. 

The floor should be elevated a few inches 
off the ground and covered with cedar shavings 
or straw. The entrance of the doghouse should 
be turned to face away from prevailing winds, 
and the entrance should be covered with a flap 
of heavy waterproof fabric or heavy plastic. 

But the best place for them is really inside 
with you, enjoying the warmth of the house. 





BRUSH AN’ 
FLOSS 


Letters /o the Editor 


Police reform group sets agenda 


By Lou Scungio 
Wilbraham 


Brush! Brush! Brush it away! 
Brush an’ brush — all o’ the day! 
Pic! Pic! — an’ pick up the floss! 
Don’t ever stop or your teeth’ll 
get moss! 

You’re teeth’Il turn green 

an’ your gums’Il turn red! 

If you don’t brush an’ floss, 
teeth’ Il fall out your head! 

Your mom wasn’t kidding 

those times long ago, 

now only false teeth 

to chomp, chomp — OH NO! 


Support 
the local 
businesses 
that support 
your local 
newspaper. 


Let them know 
you saw their 
ad in the 


Wilbraham 
Hampden 
Times 





To the editor: 


The preamble of the United 
States Constitution commits ev- 
ery American generation to the 
cause of perfecting our union. 
The members of the Massachu- 
setts Association for Professional 
Law Enforcement have chosen 
the improvement of our nation’s 
police service as their contribu- 
tion to this effort. Comprised of 
current, former and retired po- 
lice officers, and criminal justice 
educators, MAPLE’s aim is to 
increase public support for po- 
licing by improving quality and 
effectiveness. 

Pursuant to this, MAPLE has 
established its reform agenda as 
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follows: 

1. A _ state-wide authority 
to guide and enforce standards of 
police conduct and training, this 
certification would include the 
certification of police officers 

2. A minimum = require- 
ment of an associate’s degree for 
police candidates, with a core 
concentration in criminal justice, 
to ensure that they are prepared 
to deal with the increasingly 
complex nature of police work 

3. Adequate funding for 
the Municipal Police Training 
Council, the agency primarily re- 
sponsible for training municipal 
police officers 

4. A mental health and 
stress reduction program for po- 
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lice officers, with 24/7 availabil- 
ity 

5. A Blue Ribbon Com- 
mission to review Massachusetts 
State Police 

As Americans, we pride our- 
selves as a nation of law. The 
collective experience of our 
members has taught us that the 
law will never be respected un- 
til those who enforce it are. The 
agenda outlined above, in our 
judgment, is the best roadmap to- 
ward that goal. 


Dennis J. Galvin, president 
Massachusetts Association for 
Professional Law Enforcement 










Turley Publications is liberal with regard to its business coverage polices, but we do have some standards 
folks need to understand. First, local businesses and merchants are just as much institutions in our towns as 
the library and schools. Without them, there are no towns. 

We will feature Coverage of local businesses that are new, have a major expansion, moving, closing, 
under new management or ownership, celebrating a milestone anniversary, or have been thrust into the news 
realm. Merchants can request that coverage through the editor, or for our existing advertising clients, through 
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Editorial 
Policy 


Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri- 
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un- 
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail to 
tyler@turley.com. The dead- 
line for submissions is Friday 
at noon. 


Correction Policy 

The TIMES will gladly 
correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor- 
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito- 
rial pages. To request a cor- 
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu- 
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above. 

The Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den TIMES is published ev- 
ery Thursday by Turley Pub- 
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho- 
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos. 
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Baystate Health has blood donation options 


SPRINGFIELD—-“Blood is the most 
precious gift that anyone can give to an- 
other person — the gift of life. A decision 
to donate your blood can save a life, or 
even several if your blood is separated 
into its components — red cells, platelets 
and plasma.” 

Those are the words of the World 
Health Organization, who along with 
Baystate Health and other organizations 
the world over are celebrating National 
Blood Donor Month in January. 

“The bad weather along with a myri- 
ad of illnesses during the winter months 
makes collecting enough blood a chal- 
lenge to meet the critical needs of patients. 
Held every January since 1970, Blood 
Donor Month serves as a reminder of the 
constant need for blood with the goal of 
increasing blood and platelet donations 
during one of the most difficult times of 
the year,’ said Amy Osgood, Baystate 
Health’s blood donor recruiter. 

“And at this moment we have an es- 
pecially high need for platelet donations,” 
she added. 

According to the Baystate blood re- 
cruiter, each year at Baystate Health, 
more than 6,300 patients receive more 
than 19,000 transfusions of blood prod- 
ucts. 

“At Baystate Health, 100 percent of all 
blood and platelet donations made to our 
Blood Donor Program are used locally in 
western Massachusetts,” Osgood said. 

Additional “blood facts” include: 

‘Although approx. 38 percent of the 
U.S. population is eligible to donate, less 
than 10 percent actually do. 

‘Every two seconds someone in the 
U.S. needs blood. 

‘Nearly 7,000 units of platelets and 
10,000 units of plasma are needed daily 
in the U.S. 
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to the project. Of the $3,169,733 proj- 
ect, Wilbraham would be responsible for 
$1,446,684 and the district would borrow 
$1,723,089 to cover the remaining bal- 
ance. 

The project isn’t approved even if vot- 
ers authorize the project at Special Town 
Meeting, Monday, March 9, however. Of- 
ficials from selectmen to School Commit- 
tee members have reminded residents that 
the project also requires a ballot vote to 
fund the project. 

In 2014, Wilbraham voters approved 
projects through the MSBA’s Accelerat- 
ed Repair Program that would replace the 
roof at Wilbraham Middle and windows 


-An average adult has about 10 pints of 
blood in their body. About | pint is given 
during a donation and the average red cell 
transfusion is approx. 3 pints. 

‘Over | million people will be diag- 
nosed with cancer this year. Many will 
need blood, sometimes daily, during their 
chemotherapy. 

‘Blood donors have two options to do- 
nate blood at Baystate Health. 

Although the American Red Cross re- 
cently suspended their local bloodmobile 
operations, Baystate continues to serve 
the blood needs of the community with its 
traveling bloodmobile. 

Blood donations can also be made at 
Baystate’s Blood Donor Center located on 
the first floor of the hospital’s Daly Build- 
ing in Springfield. Hours are Monday 
from 8 a.m. to noon; Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday from noon to 8 p.m.; Friday 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.; and Sunday from 8 
a.m. to noon. 

An average blood donation takes less 
than 10 tol12 minutes. The entire process, 
from the time you arrive to the time you 
leave, takes less than an hour. Donors 
must be at least age 17, weigh at least 
110 pounds, and be in good health. New 
donors will be asked to provide a photo 
ID. Whole blood donors are able to give 
blood every 8 weeks. 

Platelets are important in the control 
of bleeding and are generally used in pa- 
tients with leukemia and other forms of 
cancer, open heart surgery patients, trans- 
plant patients, and some trauma patients. 
Since they must be used within five days, 
maintaining an adequate supply is always 
a challenge. Baystate’s Blood Donor Cen- 
ter has state-of-the-art plateletpheresis 
machines called Trimas that are faster, 
provide a better end product, and use only 
one needle. 


and doors at Soule Road schools at a Spe- 
cial Town Meeting. That project failed 
at the ballot, a fact officials have since 
blamed on confusing language and a lack 
of public outreach. 

Barber noted the roof project at that 
time was roughly $2 million, with needs 
and costs growing substantially since 
then. 

“In any scenario of reconfiguration 
do you see a scenario where [Wilbraham 
Middle School] will not be a part of the 
district?” Bontempi asked, noting an on- 
going reconfiguration study by Superin- 
tendent of Schools Albert Ganem Jr. 

Ganem said WMS would be an inte- 
gral part in any of the district’s plans go- 
ing forward. 


PUBLISHES TOWN NEWS YOU WON'T FIND ANYWHERE ELSE. 
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Whole blood can be donated every 56 
days and up to six times each year. Plate- 
let donors, who take part in apheresis, can 
donate as frequently as every two weeks, 
or 24 times per year. 

Donors must complete a pre-dona- 
tion questionnaire each time they donate 
blood. This is required by the FDA to 
help ensure that you are safe to donate. 
Donors may complete their questionnaire 
on their smart phone or computer prior 
to visiting the donor center or bloodmo- 
bile. The questionnaire, however, must be 
completed on the same day that the donor 
intends to donate. Access to the pre-dona- 
tion questionnaire is available at https:// 
bmcdhq.bhs.org/DDAdv. 

To thank donors after giving blood or 
platelets, they can choose from a variety 





AMHERST -- The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture has announced that the next 
deadline for Conservation Stewardship 
Program applications to be considered for 
funding in fiscal year 2020 is Mar. 20. US- 
DA’s Natural Resources Conservation Ser- 
vice plans to invest up to $725 million na- 
tionwide for new enrollments and contract 
extensions in fiscal year 2020. 

“CSP continues to be a very effective 
tool for private landowners working to 
achieve their conservation and management 
goals,” said Dan Wright, NRCS Massachu- 
setts state conservationist. “It is the largest 
conservation program in the United States 
with more than 70 million acres of produc- 
tive agricultural and forest land enrolled.” 

While applications are accepted 
throughout the year, interested producers 
should submit applications to their local 
NRCS office by Mar. 20, to ensure their ap- 
plications are considered for 2020 funding. 

The 2018 Farm Bill made several 
changes to this critical conservation pro- 
gram, which helps agricultural producers 
take the conservation activities on their 
farm to the next level. NRCS is authorized 
to accept new CSP enrollments from now 
until 2023. Some important improvements 
to the program include: 

NRCS now enrolls eligible, high rank- 


USDA announces sign-up period for 
conservation stewardship program 
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of gifts throughout the year, such as tick- 
ets to Six Flags New England, Dunkin’ 
gift cards, Big Y gift cards or tickets to 
The Big E. 

Also, if donors do not know their 
blood type, about four weeks after their 
first donation to Baystate Health, their 
blood type will be recorded and shared 
with them in person during your their do- 
nation. 

Any organization or business looking 
to host the Baystate Health Blood Donor 
Mobile can call Amy Osgood at 413-322- 
4125. To make an appointment at the 
Blood Donor Center, call 413-794-4600. 

For more information, and to see 
where the bloodmobile will be through- 
out western Massachusetts, visit baystate- 
health.org/services/blood-donor. 





ing applications based on dollars rather than 
acres. For fiscal 2020, NRCS can spend 
up to $725 million in the program, which 
covers part of the cost for producers 1m- 
plementing new conservation activities and 
maintaining their existing activities. 

Higher payment rates are now available 
for certain conservation activities, includ- 
ing cover crops and resource conserving 
crop rotations. 

CSP now provides specific support for 
organic and transitioning to organic pro- 
duction activities, and a special grassland 
conservation initiative for certain producers 
who have maintained cropland base acres. 

CSP is offered through continuous sign- 
ups. The program provides many benefits 
including increased crop yields, decreased 
inputs, wildlife habitat improvements and 
increased resilience to weather extremes. 
CSP is for working lands including crop- 
land, pastureland, nonindustrial private 
forest land and agricultural land under the 
jurisdiction of a tribe. 

For more information and to apply, con- 
tact your local USDA-NRCS office: 

‘Hadley field office — 413-585-1000, ext 
3, serving Hampden and Hampshire coun- 
ties 

‘Holden field office — 508-829-4477, ext 
3, serving Worcester County 





PUBLIC NOTICE 


RIGHT OF WAY MAINTENANCE 


As required by Massachusetts General Law Chapter 132B, National Grid (New England Power and/or Massachusetts 
Electric Company) hereby gives notice that it intends to selectively apply herbicides along specific transmission line rights- 


of-way in 2020. 








The selective use of herbicides to manage vegetation along rights-of-way is done within the context of an Integrated 
Vegetation Management (IVM) program consisting of mechanical, chemical, natural and cultural components. In right- 
of-way vegetation management the pest or target is vegetation (primarily tall growing) that will cause outages and safety 
issues. National Grid’s |VM program encourages natural controls by promoting low growing plant communities that resist 
invasion by target vegetation. The selective use of herbicides and mechanical controls are the direct techniques used to 
control target vegetation and help establish and maintain natural controls. 


Rodeo, and possibly one of the following herbicides, Arsenal or Arsenal Powerline, will be applied directly to the surface 
of stumps immediately after target vegetation is cut (Cut Stump Treatment). Garlon 4 or Garlon 4 Ultra will be applied 
selectively to the stems of target vegetation using hand-held equipment (Basal Treatment and Dormant stem treatment). 
Krenite S or Rodeo, mixed with Escort XP, and one of the following herbicides, Arsenal or Arsenal Powerline, or Milestone 
will be applied selectively to the foliage of target vegetation using hand-held equipment (Foliar Treatment). Applications 
shall not commence more than ten days before nor conclude more than ten days after the following treatment periods. 
The herbicide mixes and additional information about rights of way management in Massachusetts can be found here: 


https://www.mass.gov/rights-of-way-vegetation-management 


Municipalities that have rights-of-way scheduled for herbicide treatments in 2020: 


Hampden, Wilbraham 


Treatment Periods 


Further information may be requested by contacting (during business hours, Mon-Fri from 8:00 am-4:00 pm): 
Mariclaire Rigby, National Grid, 939 Southbridge Street, Worcester, MA 01610. 
Telephone: (508) 860-6282 or email: mariclaire.rigby@nationalgrid.com 
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Death 
Notices 


Carrier, Levi 
Died Jan. 14, 2020 
Wilbraham Funeral 

Home 
assisted the family 


Phipps, Kathleen 
Died Jan. 15, 2020 
Services were held at 
Wilbraham Funeral 
Home 
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Meeting in March on new highway exit numbers 


SPRINGFIELD -— State trans- 
portation officials have scheduled 
additional meetings about the 
planned switch to mileage-based 
exit numbers on major highways. 

After a first round of sessions 
was held in December, there will 
be at least one additional Western 
Massachusetts date this spring. 
The Massachusetts Department 
of Transportation will hold a 
public information meeting at 
6:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 24, in 
Room 220 of City Hall, 36 Court 


St., Springfield. All are invited to 
learn more about the project and 
ask questions 1n person. 

The conversion, planned to 
begin this summer, will affect 
most highways with exit numbers 
in Massachusetts, including In- 
terstates 84, 90, 91, 190, 290 and 
395, and the expressway portions 
of state routes such as Route 2. 

For example, on the Massa- 
chusetts Turnpike, rather than 
running from Exit 1 in West 
Stockbridge to Exit 26 at Logan 


Airport, mileage-based exit num- 
bers will start at 3 and end at 137. 
The former Exit 7 in Ludlow and 
Exit 8 in Palmer will become Ex- 
its 54 and 63, respectively. 

A handful of short express- 
ways with closely spaced exits, 
including Interstates 291 and 391 
in the Springfield area, will not 
see their numbers change. 

The switch will bring most 
highways in Massachusetts, one 
of the last states in the country to 
number its exits sequentially, into 


compliance with 2009 federal 
standards. The project is expect- 
ed to cost $2.8 million, statewide, 
of which 90 percent will be paid 
by a federal grant. MassDOT offi- 
cials have said if the exit numbers 
are not changed by 2022, Mas- 
sachusetts could have its federal 
highway aid withheld. 

MassDOT also plans _ to 
schedule additional meetings this 
spring and summer. For more in- 
formation about the project, visit 
www.NewMassExits.com. 


Rivers, Irene 
Died Jan. 23, 2020 
Services were held at 
St. Cecilia Church 


Elks to host spaghetti 
supper Feb. 5 


LUDLOW — The Ludlow Elks announced a month- 
ly spaghetti supper will take place Wednesday, Feb. 5 
from 5 to 6 p.m. at the Elks Lodge, 69 Chapin St. 

The menu consists of spaghetti with meat sauce, 
rolls, salad, dessert and coffee/tea. Cost is $6, with $1 
from each meal donated to the Ron Stephenson Me- 
morial Fund. 

Stephenson was a lifelong member of the Ludlow 
community who worked as a corrections officer at the 
Hampden County House of Corrections. A Marine 
Corps veteran of the Vietnam War, he helped coordi- 
nate the Toys for Tots campaign in Ludlow, until his 
death in 2005. The Memorial Fund, established in his 
memory, supports local veterans with funds for food, 
shelter, clothing and emergency assistance. 


CPC to discuss 
projects Feb. 12 


HAMPDEN —- The Hampden Community Preser- 
vation Committee will meet Wednesday, Feb. 12 at 7 
p.m. in the auditorium of the Town House, 625 Main 
St. to discuss issues, concerns and suggestions per- 
taining to the Community Preservation Act. 

Information regarding proposed projects and the 
usage of funds will be discussed at this meeting. 
Hampden adopted CPA in 2001, which uses a percent- 
age of local property taxes and a percentage match 
from the state to allow communities to fund certain 
open space, affordable housing, historic preservation 
and recreation projects. To view a list of funded proj- 
ects in town over the last 18 years and more informa- 
tion about CPA, visit communitypreservation.org. For 
application forms, visit hampdenma.gov. 


Salons sought for ‘Cut-A-Thon’ 
fundraiser April 4 


SPRINGFIELD — Hair salon owners 
and their teams interested in helping to 
make a difference in the fight against 
bullying are needed as part of the “Cut- 
A-Thon” to benefit Unify Against Bully- 
ing Saturday, April 4. 

Unify is looking for local and region- 
al salons to participate in a one-day Cut- 
A-Thon to benefit Unify Against Bul- 
lying. The salons will donate proceeds 
from haircuts, blowouts, and styling to 
the anti-bullying organization. Some sa- 
lons will offer temporary pink hair col- 


or - the signature color of Unify Against 
Bullying. In addition, each salon will 
add its own fun activities and promo- 
tions for the event. 

“It’s a fun day for a great cause, 
and everyone leaves the salon feeling 
and looking fabulous, each in their own 
unique way. We love how each salon is 
embracing Unify Against Bullying and 
being creative in their vision for the Cut- 
A-Thon,” said Unify executive director 
Christine Maiwald. 
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OBITUARY 
POLICY 


Turley Publications 





offers two types of 
obituaries. 


One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 


TAB to meet 
Jan. 30 


HAMPDEN — The Hamp- 
den Free Public Library Teen 
Advisory Board will hold its 
monthly meeting Thursday, 
Jan. 30 from 4 to 5 p.m. at the 
library, 625 Main St. The group 
meets on the fourth Thursday 
of the month and helps plan 
upcoming programs. For more 
information, visit the library or 
call 566-3047. 


Rep. Ashe to 
hold hours in 
Hampden 


HAMPDEN - State Rep. 
Brian Ashe, D-Longmead- 
ow, will have a staff member 
available to meet with con- 
stituents from 11 a.m. to noon 
at the Hampden Free Public 

| Library, 625 Main St., on the 
following days: Feb. 19 and 
March 18. Residents may 
_also contact the district office 
at 413-272-3922 to discuss 
any issues or concerns. 


Card and Game 
Party returns Jan. 30 


WILBRAHAM -— The St. Cecilia’s Catholic 
Women’s Club invites the community to roll the 
dice and test their hands at their favorite games 
as part of the annual winter Card and Game Party 
and Luncheon. 

This year’s event will shuffle into fruition 
Thursday, Jan. 30 in the Parish Center of St. Ce- 
cilia’s Church, 42 Main St. Wilbraham. Check-in 
begins at 11:30 a.m. followed by lunch at noon. 
After lunch, guests are invited to play their favor- 
ite games. 

Guests may play any game of their choosing, 
including bridge, dominoes, canasta, Scrabble 
and more. Raffles for many prizes and gift cards 
will take place. 

A donation of $8 is requested to participate, 
which helps support club scholarships, charitable 
outreach and the needs of St. Cecilia’s Church. 

For more information or to register, call Sue 
Agnew at 596-9480. 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$120, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 
submitted through a 
funeral home to: 
obits @turley.com. 


Students, staff to tip-off 
at Thornton Burgess 


HAMPDEN - All are invited to Thornton W. Bur- 
gess Middle School, 85 Wilbraham Road, to witness 
the eighth grade students of Green Meadows School 
take on their teachers and staff as part of the Staff vs. 
Students basketball game. 

The game will tip-off at 6 p.m. Friday, Jan. 31 at 
TWB. In addition to the game, baskets with various 
prizes will be raffled, with all proceeds supporting the 
eighth grade field trip to Washington, D.C. 


Zk 


CLEANERS, INC. 
Family owned and operated since 1935 


Get to Know our Great Service 


20% OFF ALL DRY CLEANING! 
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Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 


CUSTOM & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 
Randalls Farm & Greenhouse 


631 Center Street, Ludlow 
589-7071 ~ www.randallsfarm.net 














SIXTH ANNUAL 


VALENTINE MEMORIAL LUNCHEON 
trautattorw 


For All Those Who Have Lost a Spouse or Partner, 
Come Remember Your Valentine With Us! 


Now Open In 
Wilbraham! 


Date: 


Wednesday, February 12, 2020 
Place: 


Ludlow Country Clu 
1 Tony Lema Drive, Ludlow MA 
12-2 pm 


Time: 


providing erletainment. 


CoME REMEMBER YOUR VALENTINE WITH Us AT THIS FREE EVENT 
(Free event is for widows/widowers only) 


RSVP Required by February 7", 2019 by phone (413) 543-1892 
or email: ngallagher@nowakfuneral.com 


\ (413) 543-1892 
y 


Ask about special pricing for first responders 


464 Main Street, Wilbraham (next to the Village Store Cafe) 
413-279-1516 e¢ parkcleaners413.com 
Open Mon.-Fri. 7:30am-6pm, Sat. 9am-3pm 


Nu 


Funeral & Cremation Services 


15 Ludlow Ave. 
Springfield, MA 01151 


AMALIA enuizl@ cheteterel Reeve] 


NYDIA NOWAK GALLAGHER 


Licensed Funeral Director & 
Onan 
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Register 

to vote for 
Presidential 
Primary 


WILBRAHAM — 
Those looking to cast 
ballots in the Presidential 
Primary Tuesday, March 
3 are reminded of the vot- 
er registration deadline, 
Town Clerk Carole Tardif 
announced. 

First-time voters who 
will be 18-years-old or 
older on or before March 
3, or who wish to change 
party affiliation, have until 
8 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 12 
to do so. 

Folks may register at 
the Town Clerk’s Office, 
240 Springfield St., be- 
tween the hours of 8:30 
am. and 4:30 p.m., Mon- 
day through Friday, and 
until 8 p.m. Feb. 12. Res- 
idents may check voter 
status or register online at 
registertovotema.com. 

For more information, 
call 596-2800 ext. 200. 
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cepting proposals for its 
next provider. Markel not- 
ed that as of Jan. 21 he had 
received three bids; more 
have come in since. One 
proposal came from in 
town. 

“We have a fire de- 
partment proposal, which 
would basically provide 
the service through the de- 
partment. It would mean 
purchasing an ambulance. 
We do have some trained 
people; we would have to 
go further with training 
and we would have to in- 
crease staffing,” he said. 

AMR’s proposal would 
cost $900,000 and require 
the town to install a Sal- 
ly port at the police de- 
partment. A contract with 
BLS would cost the town 
approximately $500,000 
and one with Action Am- 
bulance requires $333,000. 

Hampden Fire Lt. 
Matthew Sterling, who 
also works as a full-time 
firefighter in Wilbraham, 
answered questions on its 
proposed service, which he 
said would cost the town 
approximately $244,000. 
The department envisions 
leasing an ambulance, dou- 
bling the amount of hours 
in which paramedics are 
present in the station and 
expanding to 10 per diem 
personnel. 

“This would basically 
double the coverage in-sta- 
tion and give you an ambu- 
lance in town,” said Ster- 
ling. “We definitely want 
to provide the service, but 
we definitely don’t want to 
strip the town of what you 
all have, which is your tax 
dollars. Most of us live in 
the town anyway; we un- 
derstand that.” 


Our advertisers make this 
publication possible. 


Let them know you 
saw their ad in the 
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Raffle drawing for 
Irish Cultural Center 
Ireland tour 


WEST SPRINGFIELD -— The Irish Cultural Center 
of Western New England is holding a raffle drawing to 
celebrate Saint Brigid’s Day and the start of the Celt- 
ic spring. The first prize is an all-expenses paid trip 
for two people on a group tour to Ireland, hosted by 
the ICC. The winner may select their choice of sev- 
eral tours - early spring, September or October 2020, 
or May 2021. The prize is transferable to another par- 
ty. The second prize is a 14 carat gold Saint Brigid’s 
Cross necklace crafted by Brian de Staic Jewellers of 
Dingle, Ireland. 

The drawing will take place Feb. | at the I[CC’s 
Trinity Pub, 429 Morgan Road, West Springfield. The 
event will begin at 6 p.m., with a welcome and remarks 
from the raffle committee and ICC president. Irish lan- 
guage FLTA Yvonne de Faoite will give a brief history 
of St. Brigid. At 6:45 p.m. tickets will be drawn for 
first and second prizes (winner need not be present). 

Additionally, all those who attend the drawing will 
receive a free raffle ticket for a chance to win one of 
two $100 gift certificates to the Irish House Restaurant 
and Trinity Pub (must be present to win). Dinner of- 
fering this evening will be buffet only, $25 per person. 

Cost is $20 per ticket. Cash, check or credit card 
accepted. Call 413-333-4951 or visit the ICC to pur- 
chase tickets. Visit www.IrishCenterwne.org for more 
information. 


STCC to offer legal 
interpreting 
certification program 


SPRINGFIELD — Springfield Technical Commu- 
nity College will offer legal interpreting training be- 
ginning Feb. 25. 

The course runs through April, with classes meet- 
ing Tuesdays and Thursday, 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. 

Offered as a certificate program through the Work- 
force Development Center at STCC, this class is open 
to Spanish, Portuguese, Arabic and Russian speaking 
students who would like to expand their interpreting 
skills in legal settings. Interpreting is a high-demand 
field. Jobs are expected to grow by 19 percent through 
2028, which is faster than the average for all occupa- 
tions, according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
Large increases in the number of non-English-speak- 
ing people in the United States will drive growth, the 
BLS reports. 

The course will cover the most in-demand types of 
hearings such as due process hearings, unemployment 
hearings, and depositions. Students will earn legal 
terminology and procedural protocols needed to inter- 
pret for these various types of hearings. In addition, 
students will have the opportunity for intense practice 
through mock hearings. 

These mock hearings will give students the ex- 
perience and comfort-level needed to apply for work 
in the field. Trained legal interpreters are in demand 
throughout Massachusetts and nationwide in law of- 
fices, schools, state agencies and contracting agencies. 

For more information or to enroll, visit stcc.edu/ 
wdc/descriptions/legal-interpreting or contact the 
Workforce Development Center Office at 413-755- 
4225. 


NOTICE 
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WNE to host law open house Feb. 1 


SPRINGFIELD — Western New En- 
gland University School of Law will 
host prospective students at an open 
house Saturday, Feb. 1 from 9 a.m. to 
lp.m. in the Blake Law Center. 

The open house is designed for 
students interested in pursuing a Juris 
Doctor full- or part-time, offering the 
opportunity to meet with faculty, cur- 
rent students, and admissions staff. The 
program will feature tours of the Blake 


Teens invited to 
‘Cookie 
Decorating 
Party’ Feb. 13 


HAMPDEN -— Teens looking for 
something sweet for their sweethearts 
are invited to the Hampden Free Public 
Library next month for an evening full 
of cookies, frosting and fun. 

The library, located at 625 Main St., 
will offer a “Valentine’s Cookie Dec- 
orating Party” Thursday, Feb. 13 from 
5 to 7 p.m. for teens in grades 5-12. 
Cookies, frosting and sprinkles will 
be provided for the fun 
function. 

For more informa- 
tion, email Teen Librar- 
ian Maxine Girard at 
mgirard@cwmars.org. 


Support the local 


your local newspaper. 


Let them know you 
saw their ad in the 


Law Center including the extensive law 
library, a mock class, a panel discussion 
on how students can gain valuable ex- 
perience during law school, and discus- 
sions of how to apply to and pay for law 
school. 

The free event is open to the pub- 
lic; however, advance registration 1s 
required. To register or for more infor- 
mation, visit wne.edu/law/openhouse or 
call 413-782-1406. 


St. John the 
Baptist School 
open house Feb. 12 


LUDLOW - St. John the Baptist 
School, 217 Hubbard St. Ludlow, will 
hold an open house for prospective 
parents Wednesday, Feb. 12 from 6 to 
1pm, 

Principal Shelly Rose and teachers 
will be available to answer questions, 
and a team of current parents and 
alumni will provide tours. Limited 
openings are available from pre-K-8. 


ROBERTS ROOFS 


SPECIALIZING IN 
Slate ¢ Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles ¢ Gutters 
Historical Restoration ¢ Flat Roofing 


Snow Removal 


Snow/Ice Damage Repair 


Tel. 413-283-4395 
Cell 413-237-9434 


www.RobertsRoofsinc.com 





1307 Park Street (Route 20), Palmer, MA 


Zrew-ner 


Professional 


Sales & Service 


2 fee Ni 


aS INANE) 

Z & EMISSIONS & 

VFS SAPETY TEST 

The Massantnessts Enuanced Emaasi § Sty Tes! 
E 


a 


413-289-1016 © 800-662-1016 
jacksonsautosalesandservice.com 
2 Monday - Friday: 7:30 AM to 5:00 PM 


5 Star Authorized 
Registered State 

Emissions Repair 

Facility #RP008269 


1 Saturday 7:30 AM to NOON 


E 
MA INSPECTION STATION NO. 35369 


e 15% Senior Discount Every Day! 
(Parts only/not valid with other coupon offers) 


e ASE Certified Mechanics 
e Automatic Transmission Repair 


...where every 4th Oil Change is 


same vehicle - cannot be combined with other coupon offers 





e Weekly Tire Specials 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 


error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement. 





LUDLOW LODGE OF ELKS 


69 CHAPIN STREET, LUDLOW, MA 
SPAGHETTI DINNER 


complete diagnostic checks 


| LUBE-OIL-FILTER | 

g With quality Exxon Mobil oil, oil filter, 21 point J 

t check, top off all fluids. Up to 5 quarts of oil. i 
Most Vehicl 

| oj 72> wih ae eee | 
Expires 2/29/20 T 

pce diesel & synthetic - supersedes all other coupons 

| TUNE-UP SPECIAL | 

[ Includes: plugs, timing/idle speed and | 

| 


4 cylinder 6 cylinder 8 cylinder 


$3925 $4,925 $5925 I Excludes Catalytic Converters 


Most Vehicles -With this coupon - Expires 2/29/20 T 


Pm ew we eee eee ee 2 


WEDNESDAY, 


BRAKE SPECIAL 


STARTING AT... 


FEBRUARY 5TH, 2020 
9:00 PM - 6:30 PM 


$6.00 per person 


A portion of each meal ($1.00) will be donated to the 
RON STEVENSON MEMORIAL FUND 
named after a local Vietnam veteran. A fund was 
created to benefit the local veterans and families in need. 


rotors or replace rear pads 


7 QQ? 
l and turn rotors 


l Most Vehicles - With this coupon - Expires 2/29/20 T 


Pm eww eee eee ee 2 


RADIATOR FLUSH 


up to 1 gallon of anti-freeze 


| 
| 
replace front pads & turn 
| 


e FREE Towing during working hours 


(to Jackson’s for repair within a 15 mile radius) 


¢ Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles 


g Approved 


Auto Repair 


excludes diesel and synthetic 


OFF 


any service over $150 


OFF 


any service over $250 


-10 
>20 


Most Vehicles - With this coupon - Expires 2/29/20 T 


EXHAUST SPECIAL 
25” OFF 
EXHAUST WORK 


Most Vehicles - With this coupon - Expires 2/29/20 T 


WHEEL ALIGNMENT 
FRONT CHECK 


ea 4 WHEELS 
$4995 Vehicles $§Q95 


INCLUDES TOE....ALL OTHER ADJUSTMENTS EXTRA 
Most vehicles -With this coupon - Expires 2/29/20 T 


=e 


TRANSMISSION FLUSH 


Most Vehicles - With this coupon - Expires 2/29/20 T | Most Vehicles - With this coupon - Expires 2/29/20 T 


| 
| 
: STARTING AT. 33995 
I 
[: 


| 
| 
STARTING «2GQQ?> , 
| 
d| 
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Bi CAMPUS NOTES 


Students earn 
honors at 
Clemson 


CLEMSON, S.C. — Clemson 
University recently named those 
students who have earned Dean’s 
and President’s list honors for the 
fall semester. 

James Webber, of Hampden 
and Savannah Elizabeth Dough- 
ty, of Wilbraham earned Dean’s 
List honors. Earning President’s 
List honors is Kayla Nicole An- 
derson, of Hampden. 

To be placed on the Dean’s 
List, a student must achieve a 
grade point average between 
3.50 and 3.99. President’s List 
students must achieve a 4.0 GPA 
for the semester. 


B SCHOOLS 


Coastal 
Carolina names 
Dean’s List 


CONWAY, S.C. — More than 
2,400 Coastal Carolina Univer- 
sity students were named to the 
Dean’s List for the fall 2019 
semester, nearly 20 percent of 
the student body, the university 
reports. Among those students 
is Nicholas Santaniello, an ac- 
counting major from Wilbraham. 


Margaret 
Giordano 
named to Siena 
Dean’s List 


LOUDONVILLE, N.Y. — 
Margaret Giordano, of Wilbra- 
ham, has been named to the Si- 
ena College Dean’s List for the 
fall 2019 semester. To be named 
to the Dean’s List, a student’s 
grade point average for the se- 
mester must be between 3.50 and 
3.89. 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 


Sarah Penna 
earns Dean’s 
Honors 


BETHLEHEM, Pa. — Mora- 
vian College named more than 
725 students to the Dean’s Hon- 
or List for the fall 2019 semes- 
ter, including Sarah Penna from 
Hampden. 

Students who carry three or 
more course units during the fall 
or spring term and attain a GPA 
for the term of 3.50 or higher are 
placed on the Dean’s Honor List. 


4 Wilbraham students named to WPI Dean’s List 


WORCESTER — Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute recently 
named the university’s Dean’s 


List for academic excellence for 
the fall 2019 semester. 
From Wilbraham are Caitlin 


School Lunch Menus 


Elementary and 
Middle Schools 


Minnechaug 


Regional High School 


or chicken burger w/ toppings 
Pizza Daily — Meatball 
Specialty — Grilled chicken, Caesar 


Bonavita, Jacob Grycel, and Al- 
exander Puhalski. 


January 30, 2020 


Catherine 
LaChance earns 
Dean’s List 
honors 


MANCHESTER, N.H. -— 
Catherine LaChance, of Wilbra- 
ham, has been named to South- 
ern New Hampshire University’s 
fall 2019 Dean’s List. Eligibility 
for the Dean’s List requires that a 
student accumulate an academic 
grade point average of 3.50-3.69 
and earn 12 credits for the se- 
mester. 


Scholarships 


available through 
Monson Savings 


Monday, Feb. 3 
French toast sticks, sausage links, ap- 
plesauce, and home fries 


Tuesday, Feb. 4 
Totally Taco Soup, tortilla chips, 
shredded cheese, and corn 


Wednesday, Feb. 5 
Pasta with meat sauce, garden salad, 
and garlic knot 


Thursday, Feb. 6 
Meatball sub on whole wheat roll, 
green beans, and oven fries 


Friday, Feb. 7 
Sal’s Fresh Pizza, garden salad, and 
red pepper strips 


Alternates are offered daily, includ- 
ing chef salad and bagel lunch, and are 
served with yogurt or cheese stick. Fresh 
local fruits and vegetables daily. Daily 
lunch is $2.75. Milk is 50 cents, included 
with all lunches, 1% or fat free chocolate. 
Make checks payable to School Food Ser- 
vICeS. 


Monday, Feb. 3 

Asian Rice Bowl Station — General 
Tso’s Chicken, brown rice, and broccoli/ 
carrots 

Main Street Deli — Crispy chicken 
wrap 

Falcon Grille Daily — Cheese/veggie, 
or chicken burger w/toppings 

Pizza Daily — Veggie 

Specialty — Grilled chicken, Caesar 
salad, Buffalo chicken salad, chef salad, 
assorted wraps 


Tuesday, Feb. 4 

French toast sticks, ham slice, home 
fries, and applesauce 

Main Street Deli — Caesar chicken 
wrap 

Falcon Grille Daily — Cheese/veggie 
or chicken burger w/toppings 

Pizza Daily — BBQ chicken 

Specialty - Grilled chicken, Caesar 
salad, Buffalo chicken salad, chef salad, 
assorted wraps 


Wednesday, Feb. 5 

Mexican Bar — Taco, burrito, or nacho; 
chicken, bean or turkey; lettuce/salsa/ 
cheese; and corn 

Main Street Deli — Chicken salad wrap 

Falcon Grille Daily — Cheese/veggie 


salad, Buffalo chicken salad, chef salad, 
assorted wraps 


Thursday, Feb. 6 

Toasted cheese 
soup, and green beans 

Main Street Deli — Buffalo chicken 
wrap 

Falcon Grille Daily — Cheese/veggie 
or chicken burger w/toppings 

Pizza Daily — Chicken and broccoli 

Specialty — Grilled chicken, Caesar 
salad, Buffalo chicken salad, chef salad, 
assorted wraps 


sandwich, tomato 


Friday, Feb. 7 

Pasta Bar — Meat, red or white sauce, 
Caesar salad, and garlic knot 

Main Street Deli — Veggie wrap 

Falcon Grille Daily — Cheese/veggie 
or chicken burger w/toppings 

Pizza Daily — Buffalo chicken 

Specialty — Grilled chicken, Caesar 
salad, Buffalo chicken salad, chef salad, 
assorted wraps 


Meal prices $3, reduced 40 cents, adult 
$3.75, milk 50 cents, breakfast $1.75. All 
meals served with choice of fruit, vegeta- 
ble and 1% or fat free milk. Offered dai- 
ly: salad bar, grab & go sandwiches and 
salad, hamburgers, chicken sandwiches, 
PB&J, veggie burgers and yogurt bar. 


Bank Branches 


MONSON - The 2020 Monson Sav- 
ings Bank scholarship application is 
now available to graduating high school 
seniors residing in Hampden and Wil- 
braham. Applications are available at 
the Hampden office at 15 Somers Road, 
and the Wilbraham office at 100 Post 
Office Park. 

The purpose of the Monson Savings 
Bank Scholarship is to promote the at- 
tainment of higher education for grad- 
uating seniors who reside within the 
bank’s footprint. Three $2,000 schol- 
arships will be awarded to graduating 
seniors who reside in Hampden or Wil- 
braham. 

Students must be planning to attend 
an accredited college, technical school 
or certification program, and awards 
will be based on the applicant’s finan- 
cial need, academic performance, and 
extracurricular activities. 

The deadline is April 6. Completed 
applications and supporting documents 
will be accepted by mail or electronical- 
ly. For more information contact Donna 
Easton-Vicalvi at 413-725-4560 or at 
dvicalvi@ monsonsavings.com. 


NEWS & FEATURES 


As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general 
news, personality profiles, and community features that 
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school 
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board 
of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by 
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual 
major community event features that we should always 
cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other 
features to celebrate the fabric of our communities and 
their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers 
provide funding for this paid staff coverage. 

For more information on news or community features 
for Wilbraham Hampden Times, please email twitkop@ 


turley.com. 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION 
www.turley.com 





FIRE from page 1 


to get out in the community and 
conduct fire education.” 

He said the combined $6,313 
will help the department con- 
duct at least a dozen, if not 
more, educational opportunities 
throughout the year, with some 
of the heaviest activity occurring 
through Fire Prevention Week. 

In the past, crews have visited 
schools, the library and various 
locations, covering a variety of 
topics pertaining to fire safety. 
Several members of the Wilbra- 
ham department are certified 
instructors, teaching the state’s 
curriculum to residents. 

“Tt allows us to get out there 
as much as we possibly can,” 
Andrews said. 


Hampden Fire Chief Ed 
Poulin said the announcement 
is welcome news to the depart- 
ment, and thanked Firefighter 
Meaghan Rogers for taking the 
initiative to write the grant for 
Hampden. He noted the money 
enables the department to make 
a larger presence in the schools 
and start to re-engage seniors 
about the importance of fire safe- 
ty. 

“Tm just excited to offer 
these services,’ Poulin said, not- 
ing that Rogers and Firefighter 
Joshua Sterling have been active 
in the pursuit of community fire 
education. “It’s a win-win.” 

The SAFE program provides 
a total of $1.2 million in funding 
through the Executive Office of 


Public Safety and Security. The 
Senior SAFE program provides 
$600,000 in grant fees paid by 
tobacco companies to the Fire 
Standard Compliant Cigarette 
Program to ensure products meet 
fire safety requirements to be 
sold in Massachusetts. Both pro- 
grams are administered by the 
Department of Fire Services. 

“The SAFE and Senior SAFE 
programs are successful because 
we have trained firefighters who 
deliver education to children and 
older adults,’ Fire Marshal Peter 
Ostroskey said. “The fire depart- 
ments being supported in these 
public education efforts are in- 
creasing the safety of the people 
in their communitites.” 


January 30, 2020 








Folks peruse the various art on display Jan. 25 at the Scantic River Artisan’s latest art show at their 
gallery located at the Hampden Senior Center. TIMES STAFF PHOTOS BY TYLER S. WITKOP 


Artisans set their sights on a new year 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


HAMPDEN -— With 2020 un- 
derway, one local group of arti- 
sans has its eyes set and focused 
on bringing their collective tal- 
ents to the community. 

This past weekend, the 
Scantic River Artisans flooded 
their gallery space within the 
Hampden Senior Center, 104 
Allen St., with various mediums 
ranging from paintings and pho- 
tography, to pottery, jewelry and 
metal sculpture as part of their 
“Vision 2020” show, their first of 
the season. 

Nan Hurlburt, president of 
the Scantic River Artisans, said 
in total 96 pieces were on display 
from 41 artists and artisans. 

“T’m always thrilled at the 
diversity of our artisans,’ Hurl- 














Digital & Photographic Lab Services (al 
= 


Visit us in our new location! 


481A Breckwocd Bivd., Springfield, MA 
(413) 782-0868 ¢ www.IAFPhoto.com 





We've:Moved! 


Same Plaza - Just 2\Doors To The Right 
‘481A Breckwood:Blvd. 


We Still 
e Develop\Film e Print From Negatives 
e»Print From Digital Photos 
e Restore Photos e Passport Photos 
e Custom Frame And Sell Film 


Plan Ahead for 
Mothers/Fathers Day Gifts! 


Home Movie/Video Transfer Sale 


10% OFF 


Entire Order 


FIN AFLAM 


PLEASE PRESENT THIS COUPON 
WHEN PLACING ORDER. 


CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH OTHER 
DISCOUNTS. EXPIRES 2/29/20. 


burt said enthusiastically. She 
was excited for some of the new 
exhibitors, including Hampden 
metal-worker Brian McQuillan. 

“We do everything on zero 
budget,” she said, noting the dis- 
plays and tables are sometimes 
as creative as the art itself, utiliz- 
ing found objects and those ma- 
terials members have on hand. 

In his first ever art show, Mc- 
Quillan, who recently joined the 
Artisans, displayed his intricate 
metal sculptures he crafted by 
welding various tools and metal 
materials into stunning displays. 

“I do it mainly by mistake 
and trial and error,’ McQuillan 
said. 

He joked that his friends 
won’t lend him tools anymore 
out of fear he’ll take them for 
one of his creations. Many of his 
objects he finds at flea markets. 





wi 


PORK : 
SPARE RIBS swcit kun Bit 


PORK SHOULDER 
PICNIC ssssssnratemmnie e900 


USDA INSP. SMOKED 


1/2 HAM 
BUTT OR SHANK een one 
USDA INSP. STOREMADE 


ITALIAN SAUSAGE 
ALL VARIETIES rary px. 22 


f. TAILGATE SPECIALS! > GROUND BEEF 
PIT HAM... BUDDA BALL WHOLE SMOKED 


USDA INSP ¢ STORE MADE e 
MARINATED CHINESE RED RIB BONELESS 


PORK BUTT STRIPS 


USDA INSP © STORE MADE e ITALIAN MARINATED 


BONELESS CHICKEN BREAST 


f 90meat.com 
SALE DATES: 1/23/20 - 1/29/20 


Fellow artisan Joe St. John, set 
up at an adjacent table, would 
jokingly accuse McQuillan of 
taking his outdoor water faucet 
for a piece, stating “are you sure 
that’s not mine? It looks really 
familiar.” 

St. John has exhibited in a 
handful of shows in his nearly 
two years with the Artisans. He 
makes various forms of pottery, 
including plates, bowls and jars. 
He said started making pottery 
roughly 40 years ago while in 
college and had always wanted 
to get back into the hobby. 

“This is a great bunch of peo- 
ple,” he said of the network of 
artisans that make up the com- 
munity. 

Those with an eye to the sky 
and the world around them could 


Please see ARTISANS, page 20 


BUY DIRECT 
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ena) TELL 
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Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 @ Sat. 8-3 





Page 9 


ARTS & LIFESTYLES & 





= ‘ 
} 
’ A 
: 
rey" - ~ Md 
N - a 
thy re Wes 
ss »\7* 
, Sef 
= | . 
: had y } . 
ne Spx 
kd Ts 
> ee 
: . '. hae 
| . ° 
re ll y 
— aA 


Among the work exhibited by members of the Scantic River Artisans 
included the wildlife photography of Mary Presto, an Enfield, Conn. 
photographer. 





Various forms of art awaited those who gathered at the Hampden 
Senior Center Jan. 25 for the Vision 2020 art show of the Scantic 
River Artisans. 





This piece, titled “Fishy Fishy,” is among the latest works to be 
featured in the Scantic River Artisans Vision 2020 show, created by 
Hampden’s Brian McQuillan. 


AND SAVE 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


TURKEYS 12-24 18 sassmene OD, 


USDA INSP. FRESH 
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CHICKEN LEG 
1/45 40 LB Box vuttumaa l 0° 
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CHICKEN THIGH 


USDA INSP. HILLSHIRE FARMS 
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FRESH BONELESS 


WHOLE 
$427 OR HALF 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 


STEAKS or 
LONDON BROIL 
$999 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN 


STEAKS 


$393 
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GROUND FRESH DAILY 


80% LEA 


si 


USDA INSP. |QF FROZEN 


COOKED SHRIMP PEELED 
31/40 COUNT 218 smuce O72 


GREAT 


90 Meat Outlet 


$988 


BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS * SELECTION © SERVICE 
90 AVOCADO STREET, SPRINGFIELD 413-737-1288 
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A COMMUNITY GALLERY 
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Celebrated for s service... 





State Rep. Angelo Puppolo Jr. (center) presents Mary Ellen Schmidt (second from left), Wilbraham Senior S l 
Center activities and volunteer coordinator, with an official citation from the House of Representatives pecia 
honoring her on her retirement after more than 18 years of dedicated service to Wilbraham’s seniors. Joining sandwich 
in the ceremony are (from left) Director of Elder Affairs Paula Dubord; Social Services Coordinator Barbara 

Harrington and Director of Veterans Services Jered Sasen. TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED makers a 


The Sandwich Ministry at St. Cecilia’s 
Church in Wilbraham poses for a quick 
picture during their service Jan. 25. The 


Fond youngsters made roughly 400 sandwiches 
for local people in need. 
farewell... TIMES PHOTO BY DAVID MILES 





Mary Ellen Schmidt (top) 
and Ann Setnes share a 
moment together at the 
Wilbraham Senior Center 
Jan. 21, during a lunch for 
folks to say their goodbyes 
to Schmidt. Schmidt 
retired from her position 
as activities and volunteer 
coordinator at the center 
after 18 years of service. 


TIMES PHOTO BY DAVID MILES Vas 

vy . : | 
Parting 
words... , 


Barbara Harrington (left), 
social services coordinator 
at the Wilbraham Senior 
Center, introduces Mary 
Ellen Schmidt to guests of ae = 
the Jan. 21 lunch. Schmidt 

retired from her position as 

the activities and volunteer 

coordinator at the center after ‘ ‘ 

18 years. TIMES PHOTO BY DAVID The big Winner... 

MILES 





Elaine Lavoie, of Wilbraham, celebrates having won the 50/50 raffle at the Wil 
Jennifer Curtis (right center) presents her with the prize. TIMES PHOTO BY DAVID 












THE WILBRAHAM SHOPS - 2341 


One Stop Convenience to Your Favorite Resteée 


MONDAY-THURSDAY 10-8 ¢ FRIDAY 10-7 ¢ SATURDAY & SUNDAY 10-4 e 413.596.8834 
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Send us in your announcements! 
Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc. 
We will pick one each week to run here free of charge, please keep it 
to less than 50 words. Please send to tyler@turley.com 
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Men of the hour... 


Wilbraham paramedics Dane George (left) and Taran Stone pose for a picture recently having successfully 
delivered a baby in the ambulance en route to Baystate Medical Center on New Year’s Day. This was George’s 
31st delivery in his career. TIMES PHOTO BY DAVID MILES 


In service 
| for 
% SeENniOF‘s... 


Jered Sasen, 

Ne Wilbraham’s director 
of veterans services, |{ 

delivers lunch for § 

hungry guests of the | 

Wilbraham Senior 


sea ; Center Jan. 21. TIMES 
braham Senior Center’s lunch Jan. 21. New Activities Coordinator PHOTO BY DAVID MILES 


MILES 
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B® BUSINESS 


A new face at Wilbraham Seafoods 


Beloved business continues 
under new ownership 


By Mary Bandouveres 
Correspondent 


WILBRAHAM - After 30 years of 
ownership by George and Chris Gi- 
annakopoulos, Wilbraham Seafoods 
at the Wilbraham Shops has changed 
ownership, but not its focus. 

New owner’ Geoff 
Whittier, a Hampden resi- 
dent, had worked for oth- 
ers most of his life and was 
ready to take on something 
of his own. 

“IT had the desire to 
work for myself and had 
been looking for a good 
business opportunity for a 
while,’ said Whittier. His 
years of customer service 
and sales made him com- 
fortable with the prospect 
of working with the public 
despite being in an unfa- 
miliar field. 

While Whittier took 
ownership in April 2019, 
he worked with George 
and Chris for a while to 
learn as much about the 
business as he could. “I 
saw what George and 
Chris had built. This was 
their baby and I need to 
make sure it is done cor- 
rectly,” said Whittier. 
George still stops in from 
time to time to check on 
Whittier, lend a hand and 
answer questions. 

Whittier doesn’t plan to change any- 
thing about the business for the foresee- 
able future. “People have been nervous 
about coming back but are very pleased 
when they see all their favorites are still 
here,” he said. 

In addition to fresh seafood meals, 
Whittier sells raw seafood for those 
who prefer to cook at home. He carries 
a varied selection of seafood but is also 
able to source special requests for items 
he doesn’t carry. 

“If customers call on Friday or Sat- 


urday, I will do my best to get what they 
need from the wholesaler on Monday,’ 
Whittier said. 

On these weekly trips to the whole- 
saler, Whittier is frequently asked 


“How’s George?’ as Giannakopoulos 
was a well-known and liked customer. 
Personal introductions to the shop’s 
regular suppliers give Whittier confi- 
dence that he will be able to continue 
providing the quality products custom- 
ers are used to. 





Geoff Whittier (left), new owner of Wilbraham 
Seafoods, receives the keys to the business from 
George Giannakopoulos. TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 


“This wouldn’t be the business it is 
if not for George and Chris’s hard work 
and the reputation they built,” he said. 

Familiar faces can still be found at 
the shop, as long time employee Melis- 
sa is still there and George and Chris’s 
daughter Stephanie also fills in from 
time to time. 

For more information on the shop, 
specials and placing orders, www.wil- 
brahamseafoods.com, find them on 
Facebook at Wilbraham Seafoods and 
Restaurant, or call 596-2368. 


Eastfield Mall ¢ 1653 Boston Rd. * www.donovanspub.com 
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Sunday 
Breakfast 
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TERRY BRENNAN 
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Purr-fect Auto celebrates 20 years 


in Wilbraham 


By Kimberly Palmucci 
Correspondent 


WILBRAHAM -— When Richard Car- 
dano moved his automotive repair busi- 
ness to Wilbraham, he hoped to offer hon- 
est and quality service to his customers. 
Now, Purr-fect Auto, 
a full-service auto re- 
pair and gas station, is 
celebrating its 20th an- 
niversary at its Wilbra- 
ham location. 

“Our mission is to 
provide the best service 
using quality products 
at a fair price to all,’ 
Cardano said. “When 
I work on someone’s 
car, I make sure it’s 
correct.” 

Cardano began fix- 
ing things when he was 
8-years-old. His first 
car was a ’55 Dodge, 
which needed major 
repairs and improve- 
ments. Friends and 
neighbors noticed his 
natural skills and en- 
thusiasm, which led to a steady flow of 
automotive work. 

“When my car needed repairs that I 
couldn’t handle, I used to bring it to other 
mechanics but was usually not satisfied 
with their work,’ he said. “So I learned 
how to do it myself.” 

Cardano earned a degree in business 
administration and worked in that profes- 
sion for about 10 years. However, he said 
he always had a strong draw to automo- 
tive services and decided to purchase a 
business in that field. Cardano bought an 
auto parts store and said he would often 
tell the customers how to install the parts 
they needed. 

And some customers suggested Car- 
dano install the parts for them. Now, 
Cardano has been working as a mechanic 
for more than 30 years, 20 of which have 
been spent at the Wilbraham location. 

“T remember all the times I would go 
someplace and couldn’t talk to the me- 
chanic. You talk with the person writing 
you up and they’re trying to get rid of 
you,” Cardano said. “I hated that abrupt- 
ness. I told myself that I won’t be gruff; 
I’m going to treat customers nice. If they 
want to know how the thing works, I'll 
explain it to them.” 

Cardano said he has developed his 
own code of conduct. He always gives the 
customers what they want and shapes the 
repair to the specifications of the custom- 
er. 


MAIN STREET 
TAVERN 


“Exactly what a Main Street 
Tavern should be” 


16 DRAFT LINES 
Original Cocktails 


10 TVs @ Touch Tunes Juke Box 


Homemade Pasta 
Handcrafted Burgers 
Hand-Cut Fries & Chips 


GREAT ATMOSPHERE 
GREAT FOOD! 


“One of the things I really look for 
when I’m dealing with customers is that 
I treat everybody like they’re a friend,’ he 
said. “I see a constant flow of new faces, 
I think that’s what is good about Wilbra- 
ham.” 

He also said he will always take the 





Richard Cardano, owner of Purr-fect Auto in Wilbraham, 
offers a variety of services from his Main Street location. 
TIMES PHOTO COURTESY PURR-FECT AUTO 





Richard Cardano, owner of Purr-fect Auto, 
takes a torch to some metal within his 
Main Street shop. His business recently 
celebrated its 20th anniversary in town. 
TIMES PHOTO COURTESY PURR-FECT AUTO 


time to explain to a customer how the sys- 
tems are repaired, which he said makes 
the customers more comfortable because 
they know and understand what’s being 
done to their vehicle. 

Cardano said he chose the name Purr- 
fect Auto for his business at his wife, 
Marilyn’s, recommendation. The name 
feels nice and cozy, he said. 

“T think that’s what has enabled me to 
stay in business this long — the mentality 
of when I work on someone’s car, I make 
sure it’s correct,’ he added. 

To learn more about Cardano and his 
business, visit purr-fectauto.com. 


SUNDAY 
50¢ Wings 
4-Course Dinner 
$20.20 


TUESDAY 
Half Priced Pizza 
WEDNESDAY 


4-Course Dinner 
$20.20 


THURSDAY 

FUNDRAISER 

NIGHT! 

Call for more 
information 
FRIDAY/ 

- SATURDAY 
- Dinner Specials 
Live Music 


218 Main Street, Manca e 413- 993. 9078 
www.218mainstreettavern.com _f 
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Big Y donates $215,000 to 
breast cancer groups 


SPRINGFIELD — In order 
to raise awareness and funds 
for breast cancer, during the 
month of October all Big Y su- 
permarkets donated proceeds 
totaling $215,742 to breast can- 
cer organizations in Massachu- 
setts and Connecticut as part of 
its annual “Partners of Hope” 
campaign. 

Local recipients include 
the MA HMC Breast Health 
Center at The Pink Way in 
Ludlow, the Breast Cancer 
Program at Survivor Journeys 
in Longmeadow,  Baystate 
Health Foundation’s Rays of 
Hope program, Mercy Medi- 
cal Center’s Mercy Breast Care 
Center, Cancer-Connection in 


Northampton, as well as the 
Women’s Health Care center 
at Cooley Dickinson Hospital 
and the Breast Care Center at 
Johnson Memorial Hospital in 
Stafford Springs, Connecticut. 

“Breast cancer affects thou- 
sands of women and more men 
each year,” Big Y CEO Charles 
D’Amour said. “Through our 
Partners of Hope campaign, we 
want to not only promote breast 
cancer awareness but also save 
lives through early detection 
and care.” 

Since 2007, Big Y_ has 
raised in excess of $2 million to 
support breast cancer initiatives 
locally. 


Fundraiser sprouts hope 
for cancer research 


HAMPDEN - In a partner- 
ship with the American Cancer 
Society, now through Feb. 21, 
the Hampden Senior Center will 
take orders for potted daffodils 
to raise funds for cancer research 
and advocacy. 

Daffodils are a symbol of 
hope and life, and the cam- 
paign seeks to deliver thousands 
of flowers nationwide to raise 
awareness and funds for the fight 


Learn the 
essentials of 
essential oils 
Feb. 8 


WILBRAHAM - Jessica Petit, 
an independent wellness advocate, 
will offer a workshop on essential 
oils Saturday, Feb. 8 from 11 a.m. 
to noon at the Wilbraham Public Li- 


brary. 


against cancer. The mini potted 
daffodils are available at a cost 
of $15 and will be delivered to 
the Hampden Senior Center for 
pick-up in late March. Funds 
will benefit the American Can- 
cer Society. 

To place an order or for more 
information, contact the center 
at 566-5588 or visit 104 Allen 
St. Checks should be made pay- 
able to “Town of Hampden.” 


Annual parking 
ban now in effect 


HAMPDEN - The annual winter park- 
ing ban for the town of Hampden is now in 
effect through April 15, 2020. Any vehicles 
left on town roads may be towed at the own- 
er’s expense. All vehicles that impede snow 
removal shall be towed at the request of the 


Highway Department. 


Participants will have the op- 


portunity to learn non-toxic ways to 
empower their health making immu- 
nity rollers, breathe rollers and hand 
sanitizers. Cost is $5 for one or $15 
for all three projects, which covers 
the cost of supplies. Registration is 


required as space is limited. 


_ visit us at 
wilbrahamhampden 
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Blood Donor Mobile coming to Palmer 


PALMER — During the win- 
ter, inclement weather and ill- 
ness cause a drop in donor activ- 
ity, making blood donations in 
February critical. The Baystate 
Health Blood Donor Mobile will 
host a blood drive on Thursday, 
Feb. 6, from 12 p.m. noon to 5 
p.m. in the Baystate Wing Hos- 
pital parking lot, located at 40 
Wright St. in Palmer. All blood 
types are needed and eligible 
donors will receive a gift card to 
Big Y or Dunkin Donuts. 

Blood donations take approx- 
imately 40 to 45 minutes to com- 
plete, including the interview, 
donation, and refreshments. Do- 


Volunteer drivers 
needed at Senior 


Center 


WILBRAHAM - Residents inter- 
ested in giving time to help older adults 
in the community are currently in need 


at the Wilbraham Senior Center. 


Presently there is a need for drivers 
to transport Wilbraham seniors to med- 
ical appointments and weekend Meals 
on Wheels drivers to deliver lunch to 
roughly 12 senior households in town 
on weekends between the hours of 


11:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. 


Those with interest in volunteer- 
ing at the senior center may visit the 
Front Desk at 45 Post Office Park or 


call 596-8379. 


nors must be at least 17 years old, 
weigh at least 110 pounds, have 
a photo ID, be in good health 
(no colds or sore throat), and not 
have donated blood within the 
past eight weeks. They should 
have a good meal prior to donat- 
ing, drink plenty of fluids, and 
bring along any lists of medica- 
tions they are currently taking. 
“Local blood drives help us 
to ensure a safe and adequate 
blood supply is available. All 
blood donated to the Baystate 
Health Blood Donor Program 
stays local to help patients in all 
Baystate Health hospitals,” said 
Amy Osgood, blood donor sup- 


Center collecting 


port recruiter with the Baystate 
Health Blood Donor Program. 
“There is no substitute for hu- 
man blood. The only way our 
family, friends, and neighbors 
can receive this life-saving gift 
is through your generosity. Your 
support will help ensure that a 
safe and adequate blood supply 
is always available.” 
Appointments and _ pre-reg- 
istration are recommended; 
however, walk-ins are also wel- 
come. For more information or 
to schedule an appointment, call 
the Baystate Health Blood Do- 
nor Program at (413) 794-4600. 


PEOPLE/ 
for homebound MILESTONE NEWS 
senior S As a free service for 


HAMPDEN — The Hampden 
Senior Center, 104 Allen St., invites 
the community to warm their hearts 
by helping warm those of others. 
This winter, the center is accepting 
monetary donations to purchase 
soup, tea and hot chocolate for 
homebound Hampden seniors. 

Those with spare change may 
make donations in a jar located 
in the main lobby of the building. 
Those with knowledge of an indi- 
vidual who could use assistance are 
encouraged to contact the senior 


center at 566-5588. 


Our readers, we will print all 
births, weddings, engage- 
ments, milestone anniver- 
saries, major birthdays, 
military achievements, 


honors and awards. We 
have a “people news” form 


available for you to submit 
these listings. This mate- 
rial is provided to us by our 
readers and local institu- 
tions and we do not charge 
to print this content. 

For more information, 
or to submit people or mile- 
stone news for Wilbraham 
Hampden Times, please 
email twitkop@turley.com. 


—— A TURLEY PUBLICATION ——— 
www.turley.com 





O 


For more information or to regis- 
ter, visit the library at 25 Crane Park 
Drive or call 596-6141. 


times. turley.com 


CLUES ACROSS 

1. Fall down 

5. American TV company 
(abbr.) 

8. Exclamation that 
denotes disgust 

11. Gallantry 

13. Chinese word 
Signifying “doctrine” 

14. Prefix meaning 
“beside” 


CLUES DOWN 27. Type of light bulb 
1. Surgical procedure of the 28. Wreath 
heart (abbr.) 29. Graduate with a degree 
2. Northern Scandinavia 34. What thespians do 
indigenous person 35. “Orange is the New 
3. Evergreen trees and Black” character 
45. One who identifies shrubs 36. Comedienne Gasteyer 
God with the universe 4.Meatfromadomestic 37. Romanian monetary unit 
48. Swiss river hog 39. People treated as a 
49. Frequently 5. State of insensibility group 
50. Wipe out 6. Herb 40. Small European plant 
15. Act of imitating 55. Invests in little 7. Annuity 41. First responder group 
16. Tall, rounded vase enterprises 8. San Diego-based 42. A person's head 
17. Sixth month of Jewish 56. Waste ballplayer 44, Giggle 
civil calendar 9/7. Resembles a large 9, Members ofa Semitic 45. Bura-__: Chadic 
18. Rural Iranian village shrimp people language 
20. Time zone 59. Derogatory name for 10.Any physicaldamage 46. Snout moth genus 
21. Military weapon rural resident 12. Woolen rug 47, Body part 
(abbr.) 60. Menswear accessory 14.Alsos Mission leader 48. Inspirational Wimbledon 
22. Gets rid of 61. Tropical American tree 19. Aromatic plant used as champ 
25, Aggressive 62. Pitching statistic culinary herb 51. Revolutions per minute 
30. Addressed one’s 63. Camera type 23. Where you sleep 52. American software 
appearance 64. Cardinal number that 24. Ruled Russia developer 
31. Affirmative is the sum of five 25. Indicates density of data 53. Ancient Greek city 
32. Denoting Indo- and one (abbr.) 54. Female sheep 
European 26. Sea eagle 58. “The Science Guy” 


languages 

33. French noble family 

38. Shock therapy 

41, Having characteristics 
of both sexes 

43, Large suitcase 





The Library Loft 


Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer 


We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wondertul “friends,’ volunteers and patrons. 
HOurRsS: 
Tues. 1Oam- 4pm ° Wed. 10am - 49m: Thurs. 10am - 4pm 
Fri. 1Oam-4pm ° Sav. 10am - 4pm 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


For more information CAll 205-3550 ext. 100 


aeeaTE ile nanale the Palmer Public ake 
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B ARTS & LIFESTYLES 


Players audition for ‘James and 
the Giant Peach’ production 


WILBRAHAM - Auditions for Wil- 
braham United Players production of 
‘James and the Giant Peach,” the mu- 
sical featuring a wickedly tuneful score 
by the Tony Award-nominated team 
of Pasek and Paul, are set to begin this 
weekend, by appointment. 

Auditions will take place Sunday, 
Feb. 2 at 1 p.m., Monday, Feb. 3 at 6:30 
p.m. and Wednesday, Feb. 5 at 6:30 p.m. 

Those auditioning should prepare a 
short musical selection in the style of the 
show. Children auditioning for the role 
of James must have prepared a section of 
either “On Your Way Home” or “Middle 
of a Moment” — sheet music provided on 
request. A short dance sequence will be 
taught. Actors should dress for move- 
ment. In addition, some will be asked to 
read a selection from the script. 

Roles are available for adults and 
children 6-years-old and older. The Play- 


Irish Night returns to WPL Feb. 18 


ers are also interested in including youth 
and adults of many abilities as a part of 
the cast. There will be opportunities for 
mime and puppetry. 

Performances will take place June 
12, 13, 14 and June 19, 20, 21 at Thorn- 
ton W. Burgess Middle School, 85 Wil- 
braham Road in Hampden. 

Rehearsals begin the first week of 
March and will be held on Sunday, Mon- 
day, Tuesday and Wednesdays. Rehears- 
als will be held at the Wilbraham United 
Church. 

This production is in conjunction 
with the Hampden-Wilbraham Regional 
School District’s “One Book, One Com- 
munity” program. 

To book an appointment, visitthe 
Players website wilbrahamunitedplay- 
ers.org, call 413-271-7291 or email wil- 
bunitedplayers @ gmail.com. 
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Sounds of service... 


Chief Musician Christopher Sala, from Wilbraham, performs with the United States 
Navy Band at the Weinberg Center for the Arts in Frederick, Md. The Navy Band 
performed a concert for the public, connecting members of the community to their 
Navy. TIMES PHOTO COURTESY U.S. NAVY / SENIOR CHIEF MUSICIAN ADAM GRIMM 


WNE Art Gallery to celebrate Black History Month 


Blanton is also the creator 


WILBRAHAM - The 10th 
annual Irish Night with the 
Celtic band Banish Misfortune 
will return to the Brooks Room 
of the Wilbraham Public Li- 
brary Tuesday, Feb. 18. 

The evening, sponsored by 
the Wilbraham Friends of the 
Library and Wilbraham Cul- 
tural Council, features tradi- 
tional Irish music, tea and Irish 
baked treats. Doors open at 
6:30 p.m. with music playing 


from 7 to 9 p.m. 

Banish Misfortune hails 
from the Northampton area 
and features the talents of sev- 
en musicians who maintain 
banter to keep the audience 
informed and laughing. A $7 
donation is requested which 
supports library programming. 
For more information visit the 
library or contact John Har- 
rington at 221-3387. 


SPRINGFIELD — In cel- 
ebration of Black History 
Month, Western New England 
University will present “Keep- 
ing the Arts Alive,” a program 
featuring artist and educator 
Don Blanton, from Jan. 26 to 
Feb. 27, 

The gallery, located in the 
St. Germain Campus Center, 
will host a gallery talk Thurs- 
day, Feb. 6 at 4 p.m. followed 
by an artist reception from 5 to 
6:30 p.m. All gallery events are 
free and open to the public. 


Blanton works in a variety 
of media including sculpture, 
painting, and wearable art. 
He is known for his alabaster 
sculptures and is credited with 
the development of the feather 
stone technique, which gives 
the appearance of stained glass 
or marble when coated onto a 
natural product. 

“Art enhances the value of 
life in so many people,’ Do 
Blanton said. “That’s why I feel 
it is important to keep the arts 
alive.” 


and founder of the ArtEsteem 
program. Intended to foster 
self-esteem through the arts, the 
program can be individualized 
for specific groups and pro- 
motes freedom of expression in 
a structured learning environ- 
ment. 

For information and direc- 
tions to the gallery visit ww- 
w. | wne.edu/student-activities/ 
st-germain-campus-center.cfm 
or call the University at 413- 
782-1203. 


lhe benefits of local newspapers 


ocal newspapers play vital roles 

in communities across the globe. 

The Information Age has changed 
the way many people get their news, but 
local newspapers continue to serve as 
valuable resources for readers interested 
in learning more about and becoming 
more involved in their communities. 


While local publishers continue to 
adapt to the changes brought about by 
technology, the following are a handful 
of benefits unique to local newspapers. 


e Local newspapers keep readers 
up-to-date on their own commu- 
nities. Globalization may be here to 
stay, but that does not mean local 
communities are no longer home to 
newsworthy events. National and in- 
ternational newspapers and 24-hour 
cable news channels can keep men 
and women up-to-date on national 
and world news, but in many instanc- 
es, local newspapers are the only 
means people have to learn about 
what's going on in their own commu- 
nities. Local politics impact residents’ 
lives every day, and local newspapers 
cover local politics extensively. 


e Local newspapers benefit nearby 
businesses. Small business own- 

ers often connect with community 
members via local newspapers. A 
strong, locally based small business 
community can improve economies 
in myriad ways, creating jobs in the 
community and contributing tax 
dollars that can be used to strength- 
en local schools and infrastructure. 
And local newspapers do their part 
by providing affordable and effective 
advertising space to local business 
owners looking to connect with their 
communities. 


e Local newspapers can strengthen 
communities. Local newspapers are 
great resources for residents who 
want to become more active in their 
communities and learn more about 
community events. Local newspapers 
often showcase community events 
like carnivals, local theater produc- 
tions and projects like park cleanups. 
These are great ways for readers to 
become more active in their commu- 
nities and build stronger communi- 
ties as a result. 


e Local newspapers can benefit chil- 
dren. National newspapers may have 


little age-appropriate content to offer 
young children, but local newspa- 
pers tend to include more soft news 
items than national periodicals, and 
such stories typically are appropri- 
ate for young readers. According to 
Newspapers in Education, students 
who participated in an NIE group 

in Florida performed significantly 
better in spelling and vocabulary 


13 Weekly Newspapers Serving The Local Communities 


Agawam Advertiser News « Barre Gazette « Chicopee Register » Country Journal 


Journal Register e Quaboag Current « The Register « Sentinel « The Sun 





than nonreaders. Additional studies 
have indicated that students who use 
newspapers in the classroom perform 
better on standardized reading tests 
than those who do not use newspa- 
pers in class. 


Many local newspapers have played 


vital roles in their communities for 
decades, providing a go-to resource for 
local readers and business owners. 








Town Reminder « Ware River News ¢ Wilbraham Times « Shopping Guide 


800.824.6548 ¢ www.newspapers.turley.com 
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Statewide 
tournament 
proposal 
coming down 
to final vote 


Editor’s note: This is the first 
of a four-part series to break 
down the statewide tournament 
proposal, what it is, it’s effect 
on the Western Mass. region, the 
challenges, and how your ath- 
letic directors and coaches feel 
about it. 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


FRANKLIN — A major pro- 
posal is coming to a final vote, 
which could change the way 
Massachusetts high school sports 
competes in postseason. 

Depending on the outcome of 
a vote scheduled to be held at a 
special assembly meeting on Feb. 
28, there could be major changes 
made to the tournament format. 
If the proposal is passed, all four 
sectional (North, South, Cen- 
tral, West) tournaments would 
be eliminated and replaced by a 
statewide tournament. 

New divisional alignments 
for all sports are part of the pro- 
posal. 

A majority vote by the 380 
member schools will be needed 
in order for the proposal to pass. 

The members of the MIAA’s 
Tournament Management Com- 
mittee held a press conference at 
the MIAA office in Franklin on 
Jan. 9 to discuss the new propos- 
al, which they’ve been working 
on since 2016. 

“T’m all about history. I love 
traditions,’ said Westborough 
High School athletic director 
Johanna DiCarlo, a member of 
the TMC. “I also think it’s time 
to move this a little bit forward. 
We can create something here, 
an incredible opportunity for the 
association to change the way 
we're doing business and create 
something special for our kids 
and our communities.” 

The other members of the 
TMC, who attended the press 
conference, were former Saint 
John’s Prep (Danvers) Athletic 
Director James O’Leary, MIAA 
liaison Sherry Bryant, and Bur- 
lington High School Athletic 
Director Shaun Hart. No repre- 
sentatives from Western Massa- 
chusetts at the press conference. 

A few weeks ago, the MIAA 
Board of Directors voted 14-3 in 
favor of holding a vote for the 
new statewide tournament at a 
site to be determined on Feb. 28. 

If the new tournament plan 
is approved, it would start in the 
fall of 2021. 

The TMC plan calls for many 
sports to be divided into five di- 
visions. Tennis, field hockey, la- 
crosse will have four divisions. 


Please see TOURNEY, page 16 


= sports@turley.com 








Jason Ofcarcik starts to sprint down the 


court after making a rebound. 





Michael Ziemba turns around after running 
into a block. 


WEST SPRINGFIELD — Last Monday 
night at West Springfield, the Minnechaug 
Regional High School boys basketball team 
stretched its ski to four games with a 69-57 
loss to the Terriers. Minnechaug had gone 
into the losing streak with a 4-2 record and 
came out of it with a 4-6 record. 

Minnechaug is still trying to make its way 
back into tournament contention and suffered 
a tough welcome to the Suburban League 


part of its schedule. 


The game started off on a good foot with 
Minnechaug taking an early lead. But West 
Springfield would narrow it and eventually 
took the lead early in the third quarter. 

With its defense reeling, West Spring- 
field really made it hurt with 27 points in the 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 


ys) @turleysports 


Luke 
Angelica 
makes his 
way down 
the court. 





£ acebook.com/turleysports 








Colin Leydon fakes with the ball before 


making a pass. 
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SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS 


Falcons fall to West Side 


www.sports.turley.com 


fourth quarter to ice the game. 
Matt DeVine and Jason Ofcarcik both 


points. 


had good games for Minnechaug with 18 
points each. Luke Angelica added nine 


Minnechaug is hoping to rebound next 
week with a matchup at Westfield High 
School, their only game of the season 
against the Bombers. The Falcons will host 
West Springfield in Feb. 5 in the second of 
their home-and-home. 


The Minnechaug Regional High School 
boys basketball team defends their basket 
during a matchup last week against West 
Springfield. Photos by Gregory A. Scibelli 


Howard’s 21 points keeps Chaug undefeated 


Photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com 


WILBRAHAM -—_ The 
Chicopee High School girls 
basketball team is_ having 
an excellent season and will 
most assuredly reach the tour- 
nament for the second year 
in a row. Minnechaug knew 
its perfect record this season 
would be on the line in a key 
matchup between the two 
teams. The experience of Min- 
nechaug’s lineup definitely 
paid off as the Falcons made 
the adjustments late in the sec- 
ond half to squash any type of 
comeback from the Pacers in a 
63-54 win last Tuesday night. 

Chicopee’s momentum 
was starting to cause some 
issues for the Falcons, and 
the home team shored up its 
defense and held the Pacers 
to just four points in the en- 
tire fourth quarter, outscoring 
the opposition 17-4 to hold on 
for the victory. Emily Howard 
had a big had in the win. She 


Madison Sanborn flies for the 
basket. 


had seven big baskets, includ- 
ing a three-pointer, and finished 
with 21 points overall to lead all 
scorers. Lauren Barry contin- 
ued her great senior season with 


Emily Howard extends all the 
way for a layup. 


17 points. In all, nine different 
players registered points for the 
Falcons, who are now 8-0 this 
season. 

The Falcons are perfect along 





Gabby Ofcarcik makes her way 
down the court. 


with a 2-0 record in the Valley 
Wheel league. 

The Falcons will next face 
East Longmeadow on the road 
for a non-league game. 
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A Red Sox entertainer on stilts performs 
with his ukulele for spectators. The stilt 
performers are normally milling around 
Fenway Park on game days. 


Photos by Gr 





ory A. Scibelli 
Among the many activities for children at 
the event was consoles set up to play MLB 
’20, the Show. 








Various Red Sox players and TV 
personalities were in attendance. Here, a 
fan is photographed with Red Sox dugout 
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correspondent Guerin Austin. 


Red Sox Winter Weekend comes to Western Mass. 


SPRINGFIELD — Two weeks 
ago, the precursor to Spring 
Training came to the area as 
Springfield’s MGM hosted Bos- 
ton Red Sox Winter Weekend. 


Points format 
announced for 
Modified Series 


By Kyle Souza 


SEEKONK — Tri-Track Open Modified Series of- 
ficials announced on Wednesday the point standings 
structure that will be used for the 2020 season. 

As part of six events, drivers will tally points in each 
feature. In 2020, the champion will be decided by tak- 
ing the best five out of six point totals a driver receives. 
Drivers will no longer be required to attend all six events 
to score the championship, but with a drop race factored 
into the totals, the new format allows for a driver to have 
a miscue, while still being in contention for the title. 

“This will give drivers a bit more of a buffer in case 
something goes wrong at one of the races,” Wayne Dar- 
ling, one of two Managing Partners of the Tri Track 
Open Modified Series, said. “This is just one of many 
announcements we will have over the next few months. 
We’re looking forward to getting the season underway 
in May.” 

The entire point fund for the season totals $15,000 in 
prize money, with the top 15 spots in the final standings 
set to earn a bonus. 

The series also announced that registrations for the 
season are open and rules have been posted to the web- 
site. Teams can register and see rules by visiting the all- 
new Tri Track Open Modified Series website, tritrack- 
mods.com, and visiting the team info page. 

If race teams complete the registration for the full 
season between January 16 and March 31, the charge is 
just $450 for six events. 

Any full season registrations made after March 31 
will be $550. For those competitors interested in just 
registering for one event, the cost is $150 per event. 
Teams can send registration payment to the Tri Track 
PayPal account, info @tritrackmods.com, through the 
website. 

After just a few days, more than a handful of teams 
have already entered. Owner Stan Mertz has entered 
with Woody Pitkat set to return behind the wheel, while 
upcoming racers Ryan Doucette and Dylan Izzo are also 
on the list. Joey Cipriano, a regular in Stafford Motor 
Speedway’s SK Modified division joins them, along 
with others. The list is growing daily. 

The 2020 schedule begins on Saturday, May 2, when 
drivers will take to the high banks of Monadnock Speed- 
way in Winchester, N.H., to open the year. After that, a 
stop at Claremont Speedway on Memorial Day week- 
end (May 24), is followed by the annual Open Wheel 
Wednesday at Seekonk Speedway, the only mid-week 
show, on Wednesday, July 1. The final three races in- 
clude the annual SBM 125 at Star Speedway (July 25), 
Monadnock Speedway (Aug. 15) and the annual Haunt- 
ed Hundred at Seekonk Speedway (Oct. 24), where the 
champion will be crowned. 


Fans who attended the weekend 
had an opportunity to participate 
in many activities, meet former 
and current Red Sox players, 
and see memorabilia on display. 


There were also panel discus- 
sions, autograph sessions, and 
meet and greets. Of note, the Red 
Sox’s four World Series trophies 
were on display. Fans could view 


and have their photograph taken 
with the trophies, won in 2004, 
2007, 2013, and 2018. It was the 
first time the Winter Weekend 
has come to the region. 


The week ahead 


Minnechaug Regional High School 


Boys Basketball 
Friday, Jan. 31 Home Westfield 7 p.m. 
Monday, Feb. 3 Home Agawam 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 5 Home West Springfield 7 p.m. 
Girls Basketball 
Friday, Jan. 31 Away East Longmeadow 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, Feb. 4 Away Ludlow 7 p.m. 
Ice Hockey 
Thursday, Jan.30 Away East Longmeadow 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 1 Home Agawam 4 p.m. 
Indoor Track 
Friday, Jan. 31 Away West Springfield 3:45 p.m. 
Wrestling 
Saturday, Feb. 1 Away Methuen Invitational 9 a.m. 


Wednesday, Feb. 5 Away 





West Springfield 7 p.m. 


This week in recreation 


By Eric Garete, Intern 
Wilbraham Parks and 
Recreation Department 


Hi, my name is Eric Garete 
and I’ll be interning for the town 
of Wilbraham in the Parks and 
Recreation Department from Jan- 
uary to mid-May. I will be con- 
centrating on special events for 
the Parks and Recreation Depart- 
ment, such as this year’s upcom- 
ing Easter Egg Hunt and Falcon 
Trail Race. 

As a management and lead- 
ership major at Western New 
England University, this oppor- 
tunity allows me to apply what 
I’ve learned to organizing events 
that have been going on for years 
in Wilbraham. I haven’t always 
been certain about what I want 
to do, so I’ve explored many 
different avenues of business — 
accounting, marketing analytics 
and management to name a few. 
Even now that [I’ve narrowed 
down my career path, every av- 
enue explored has been an expe- 
rience from which I’ve learned. 
Each of them, such as helping 
Wellsprings develop ideas for 
corporative businesses in Spring- 
field for my project management 
class, allows me to bring a new 


perspective. 

I will be building off of the 
department’s previous events and 
my goal is to add new ideas to 
these events in the hope of mak- 
ing them as enjoyable as ever! 
As someone who has lived in 
Wilbraham since third grade, the 
Parks and Recreation Department 
holds a special place my heart be- 
cause of all the events and activi- 
ties that I’ve enjoyed through the 
years. So, itis an honor to be able 
to help them after they’ve done so 
much for me. Memories of play- 
ing for baseball and soccer teams 
are some of my fondest, so if I 
can help create such memories 
for current children, I’ve accom- 
plished my job. This shall be an 
experience like no other for me 
and I look forward to the chal- 
lenges it will bring. 


NOTES: Be on the lookout 
for upcoming spring program 
registration start dates! Rec Base- 
ball & Softball (Feb. 4), Spring 
Softball Clinic (Feb 4) Spring 
Track & Field (Feb. 11), Volley- 
ball (March 10), Tennis (March 
31), and our Annual Egg Hunt 
(February 25). All our program 
details may be found at Wilbra- 
hamRec.com. 


January 30, 2020 


TOURNEY from page 15 


Boys ice hockey will have three, 
while girls ice hockey and boys 
volleyball will have two. Just like 
the current tournament format, 
each high school will be put into 
a division based on their enroll- 
ment. 

The football tournament is 
still up in the air at the moment. 
The football committee is trying 
to figure out if they want to play 
a seven-week regular season and 
have 32 teams qualify for the 
playoffs in each division or play 
eight weeks and only have 16 
teams in the playoffs. 

“The Western and Central 
part of the state currently plays 
an eight-week regular season 
schedule, while Eastern Mass. 
only plays seven weeks,” O’ Leary 
said. “That’s something the foot- 
ball committee still needs to fig- 
ure out.” 

The seeding and pairings for 
the new statewide tournament 
will be handled by Maxpreps. The 
top 32 teams in each Division will 
be ranked by Maxpreps. Those 
32 teams will also automatically 
qualify for the tournament. The 
other teams, who finish the regu- 
lar season with at least a .500 re- 
cord, will also be included in the 
postseason tournament. 

“Power seeding will deter- 
mine the 32 teams in each divi- 
sion,’ DiCarlo said. “Teams not 
seeded in the top 32, but meeting 
our 50 percent qualifying criteria 
will also be eligible for the tour- 
nament. That was the direct feed- 
back from some of our colleagues 
that they did not want to lose that 
50 percent qualifying standard 
that we have in our system. Those 
teams will play in the preliminary 
round.” 

The top four teams in each di- 
vision will be put into four brack- 
ets as top-seeds, which is similar 
to the NCAA Men’s basketball 
tournament. 

Currently teams are able to 
qualify for the postseason tourna- 
ment by using the Sullivan rule. 
They can also qualify by finish- 
ing first or second in their league 
standings. Those avenues will not 
be available under the new plan. 

MaxPreps, which is owned by 
CBS Sports, is scheduled to take 
over rankings and seedings for 
tournaments beginning in 2020- 
2021. 

Travel, especially on a school 
night, was one of the major issues 
discussed at the press conference. 

“One superintendent said it 
best at one of our meetings. He 
said, ‘Ill find the money to play a 
like-sized school rather than hav- 
ing to play a large opponent be- 
cause they’re prep,” said O’ Leary, 
who’s the TMC chairman. “We 
are not really a big state when you 
look at other states and how they 
travel and what they do. I know 
during the regular season I see 
teams traveling a lot of places in 
some sports for an 8:20 game and 
they seem to get there.” 

This is what Hart said about 
teams having to travel across the 
state to play tournament games. 

“It’s not an every-day travel. 
It’s a one-time deal, or it might 
be a two-time,” he said. “We’re 
talking about something and 
we're trying to make it bigger for 
the kids as well.” 

All of the tournament games 
will be held at the higher seeded 
schools until the state semifinal 
and finals, which will be held at 
neutral sites. 

Even if the new state tourna- 
ment plan is passed, there could 
still be a Western Mass. tourna- 
ment in most sports during the 
final week of the regular season. 
Nothing has been finalized yet. 





January 30, 2020 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 





Page 17 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


Commonwealth of To all interested persons: of said estate to serve This is NOT a hearing UNDER THE tion the Court in any matter 
Massachusetts A Petition for Formal Without Surety on the bond date, but a deadline by which MASSACHUSETTS relating to the estate, includ- 

The Trial Court Probate of Will with in an unsupervised adminis- you must file a written UNIFORM PROBATE ing the distribution of assets 
Hampden Probate and Appointment of Personal _ tration. appearance and objection if CODE (MUPC) and expenses of administra- 

Family Court Representative has been IMPORTANT NOTICE you object to this proceeding. A Personal Represent- tion. 
50 State Street filed by: Paul H Smyth of You have the right to’ If you fail to file a timely ative appointed under the WITNESS, Hon. 
Springfield, MA 01103 Ashfield, MA requesting that obtain a copy of the Petition written appearance and MUPCin an unsupervised Barbara M Hyland, First 
(413)748-7758 the Court enter a formal from the Petitioner or at the objection followed by an administration is not required Justice of this Court. 
Docket No. HD20P009SEA Decree and Order and for Court. You have a right to Affidavit of Objections with- to file an inventory or annual Date: January 17, 2020 


Estate of: Ann Marie LeBel 


such other relief as requested 


object to this proceeding. To 


in thirty (30) days of the 


accounts with the Court. 


Suzanne T. Seguin 


Date of Death: 12/10/2019 _ in the Petition. do so, you or your attorney return date, action may be Persons interested in the Register of Probate 
CITATION ON The Petitioner requests must file a written appear- taken without further notice estate are entitled to notice 1/30/2020 
PETITION FOR that: Paul H Smyth of ance and objection at this _ to you. regarding the administration 
FORMAL Ashfield, MA be appointed Court before: 10:00 a.m. on UNSUPERVISED directly from the Personal 
ADJUDICATION as Personal Representative(s) 02/14/2020. ADMINISTRATION Representative and may peti- 


UBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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Kubota Rentals 
STIHL Husqvarna @" 


PARK SAW SHOP 


LOGGING e ARBORIST e SAFETY 


1292 PARK ST. 1-800-232-6132 
PALMER, MA 01069 (413) 544-9027 


Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm e Sat 7am-Noon 
Shipping Can Be Arranged 
RENTALS AVAILABLE 












Turley Publications is seeking an energetic person to fill the position 
of editor for two of its weekly publications, the Journal Register, which 
covers Palmer and surrounding towns, and the Ludlow Register. This full- 
time position is based in our Palmer office at 24 Water St. 

The successful candidate will have strong community journalism 
skills. They must also be able to manage a staff writer, including copy 
editing and guiding coverage. The editor is also expected to gather news 
and write stories for the two papers as well as for other companywide 
publications. 

This is a job for a self-starter who has a vision for growing and 
connecting with our valued readers, and who enjoys community 
journalism. 

Qualifications should include: 
e Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience 
e Willingness to mentor a staff writer and correspondents 
e Own camera and photography experience preferred 
e Editing experience and ability to write clean copy in a fast-paced, 
deadline-driven environment 
e Proficiency in Associated Press style 
e Management experience and/or experience managing content 
for a print publication. 
Please email resume and three writing samples directly to 
Eileen Kennedy Managing Editor at ekennedy@turley.com. 


Turley®, 


Publications, Inc. 
www.turley.com 



























Turley Publications is seeking an energetic person to fill the 
position of staff writer for two of its weekly publications: the 
Ware River News, which covers Ware, Hardwick and Warren, and 
the Quaboag Current, which covers the Brookfields, Sturbridge 
and New Braintree.This full-time position is based in our Ware 
office at 80 Main St. The successful candidate will have strong 
community journalism skills or the enthusiasm to develop them. 

The staff writer will cover municipal meetings, features 
and general news; essentially everything that unfolds in small 
towns. Assignments will be for both newspapers as well as other 
companywide publications. 
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Qualifications should include: 
* Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience 
¢Own camera and photography experience preferred 
¢ Enthusiasm for community journalism 
¢ Ability to write clean copy in a fast-paced environment 
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Please email resume and three writing samples directly to 
Eileen Kennedy Managing Editor at ekennedy@turley.com. 


Turley®. 


Publications, Inc. 
www.turley.com 
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When you travel this summer take us along for The Wilbraham-Hampden 





the trio and be sure to take a photo with the front Scan QR Code 
page at your incredible destinations. oo 
We look forward to seeing where you go! tyler@turley.com 


Dedicated to Improving the Quality of Life in the Communities We Serve 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $220.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


LOG LENGTH FIREWOOD ior 
sale. 7-8 cords delivered. $700.00 
delivered locally. Pricing subject to 
change. Place your order today. We 
also purchase standing timber. 413- 
245-9615. 


SEASONED FIREWOOD 1 and 2 
yr. old. Prompt response and delivery. 
Call now S & K 413-267-3100 or 
800-607-5296. 


WISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


SEASONED OAK & Hardwood. 
Cut, split and delivered. 413-575- 
4243. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 
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or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
21 $26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 
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**k*EKEXA & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 


Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 





***** A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 

Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services 
10% disc. with this ad. 

All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 


CIALIST 413-563-2229 Lic 
#053483 Additions, decks, sheds, 
garage, barns, repairs. Commercial, 
Residential, porches, laminate flooring, 
doors, windows. Tim 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 
Base Price 
$31.50 


Base Price 
$32.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$33.50 $34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





Name: Phone; 
Address: 

Town: States Zip: 

Number of Weeks: X per week rate =$ 

Credit Card: LI MasterCard LIVISA Discover LI Cash lL) Check# 

Card #: Exp. Date CVV _ 

Amount of charge: Date: 


DEADLINES: 


SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 
and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 





BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & re- 
finishing - cane, fiber rush & splint - 
Classroom instructor, 20+ years expe- 
rience. Call Walt at (413)289-6670 
for estimate. 


DL & G JUNK REMOVAL Clean- 
ing out everything from basements, 
garages, barns and sheds. We can do 
all the work and have many options 
available. Offering a senior/veteran 
discount. Call 413-478-421 2 for your 
free estimate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for your 
next ad, website, or book project? 
Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 
taking commissions. Examples of her 
work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 
weebly.com. Contact her at sadie.par- 
rotta@ gmail.com for more information. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


eds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 








WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
Surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 


COLEMAN APPLIANCE SER- 
VICE Since 1981. Servicing all makes 
and models of washers, dryers, re- 
frigerators, stoves, dishwashers. Also 
dryer vent cleaning. (413)536-0034 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti- 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 


DEPENDABLE’ ELECTRICIAN, 


FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ————_ 


Village Hills 
Circulation: 
50,500 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 


BELCHERTOWN 
GRANBY 













BRIMFIELD 


os ( 


Suburban 





STURBRIDGE 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 





Includes 
—-— additional words 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


Add athird ZONE 5.00 
—_ Quabbin 
J 


Subtotal 


X Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


Call us toll free 800.824.6548 
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GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 


MENARD GARAGE DOORS Spe- 
cializing in the best quality and selec- 
tion of insulated Haas garage doors. 
Sales, Installation, service and repairs 
of residential and commercial garage 
doors and openers. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. Call (413)289-6550, 
(413)626-1978 or www.menardga- 


ragedoors.com 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 


Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


HOUSE 
CLEANING 


34 YEARS EXPERIENCE in the 
house cleaning business. Plenty of 
references. Ludlow area or close to 
Ludlow area. Please leave message 
413-544-3637 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


Read your local 
newspaper online at 
WWW.newspapers.turley.com 
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PAINTING 


LAWSON PAINTING interior/ exte- 
rior, all aspects of painting. An honest 
25 yrs. experience. Insured and _refer- 
ences. 413-887-9354 Mike 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER 





















FINANCIAL SERVICES 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453, CT Reg. 0615780. Lifetime 
warranty. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


AAA1 H & H TREE SERVICE 
Fully insured. 15 yrs experience climb- 
ing. Skid steer work, land clearing. Call 
Dave. 413-668-6560 day/night. 


ATEKS TREE- Honest, quality tree 
service. From pruning to house lot 
clearing. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Firewood sales. (413)687-3220 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 





R TE 
413-219-6339 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 





RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


2020 
TAX TIME 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 


www. ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


The GANG's all here, Come in and see us! 
It's that time of year again and we're ready for you! 








Give us a call today to schedule your tax appointment! 








Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


Tel: 413-289-0058 
<I>) Fax; 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail,com 


Personal & Small Business 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kitchentabletaxes.com 


Federal & All States 








IRS Ci ertified Tax Preparers 
1622 North Main Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Fasttax @ charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


= SF - =) ““ FS a - || 


TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 
413 324- 2 135 














en 


To All Neve Clients | 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


LEARN TO RIDE jump, show! Be- 
ginner to advanced. Qualified instruc- 
tors. boarding, training, leasing. IEA 
teams. Year round riding programs. Gift 
certificates available. 860-874-8077 
Suffield, CT endofhunt.com 


FOSTER CARE. 
You can help change 
someone’s life. 


Provide a safe home for children 
and teens who have been abused 
or neglected. Call Devereux 
Therapeutic Foster Care 
413-734-2493 





. Call For An — 
Appointment 


PROVIDER 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov. 


Income Tax Preparation 


~ 32 years tax experience ~ __ 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


62 Jim Ash Road 


sans 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01069 
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Call your local Turley Publications 
sales representative for information and 
rates on advertising your tax service here! 


413-283-8393 - 1-800-824-6548 


CALL YOUR LOCAL TURLEY PUBLICATIONS SALES REPRESENTATIVE FOR INFORMATION AND RATES ON ADVERTISING YOUR TAX SERVICE HERE! 


CTASSIFIEDS* 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, 
Reaching readers in 50 local 


communities every week. 
ae _ 


413-283-8393 ¢ 1-800-824-6548 


INC. 
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Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


PARK MAINTENANCE AND 
GROUNDSKEEPER Position (sea- 
sonal/part-time) 

Applicant will be responsible for gener- 
al maintenance of Memorial Park and 
baseball fields as well as the baseball/ 
soccer fields at Thornton Burgess. Job 
description and application forms can 
be found at https:/Awww.hampdenma. 
gov/town-administrator/pages/board- 
openings-job-postings. Please submit 
to Hampden Parks and Recreation 
625 Main Street, Hampden MA 01036. 
(413)566-2151 x108. 


SHARED LIVING- 
seeking families to share their 
home with individuals with 


developmental disabilities. 
Call 413-734-2493 
for more information. 





THE TOWN OF 
GRANBY, MASSACHUSETTS 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
FULL-TIME FIREFIGHTER/ 
PARAMEDIC 


The Granby Fire Department is ac- 
cepting applications for the position 
of full-time Firefighter/Paramedic. Se- 
lected candidate(s) will work a rotat- 
ing schedule of 12 hour shifts with 4 
days on, 4 days off. The starting salary 
range for this position is $50,000 to 
$54,000 DOE/DOQ 

Minimum Qualifications 

e Must not smoke tobacco in accor- 
dance with M.G.L.41 Section 101A 
¢ Valid Driver's License 

¢ Min 2 yrs experience as a Paramedic 
and full-time or call firefighting 

¢ Ability to pass the Massachusetts 
Physical Abilities Test 

Preferred Qualifications 

Preference will be given to those 
that hold the following Firefighter I/Il, 
Hazmat Awareness/Operations level 
certifications. 

Successful candidates must reside 
within a 15 minute response time to the 
station within 12 months of hire. Appli- 
cations and required CORI form can 
be found at www.granbyfire.org under 
the Recruitment Information section. 
Applicants are requested to send the 
completed application, CORI Form 
along with a cover letter and resume 
to the following: Chief John E. Mitchell, 
Jr., Town of Granby, Fire Department , 
259B East State Street , Granby, Mas- 
sachusetts 01033 


Classified 
Advertising 


DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY 
AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY 
AT NOON 











he Ht _ 
BELCHERTOWN. UNIQUE 4 BR 
split level ranch, 3 car garage, large 
barn. Private 4+ acres. New septic. 
Maria Acuna Real Estate (413)237- 
1732 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


BONDSVILLE- MAIN ST. 2 

bedroom, $800 month. First & Last 

(413)324-6826 
VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 







FOR RENT 


2) 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 






e Check Out Our For Sale, Services, 
Pets and Other Classifieds 





© Real Estate: For Sale, 
For Rent & Vacation Rentals 


© Help Wanted: Part Time & 
Full Time Career Opportunities 


Call toll free to place your classified ad: 


$00-3824-6548 
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Baystate Medical Center to hold free 
Heart & Vascular Health lecture series 


SPRINGFIELD — Baystate Medical 
Center will hold its popular free Heart & 
Vascular Health Lecture Series during the 
month of February, beginning on Feb. 2 
with interventional cardiologist Dr. Amir 
Lotfi of the hospital’s Heart & Vascular 
Program. 





Wilbraham & Monson Academy 


ADMISSION 
RECEPTION 


LA CUCINA DI HAMPDEN HOUSE 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 6 PM 


For families interested in Grades 6-12, PG. Dr. 


Learn about WMA's academic, athletic, art, travel and leadership offerings. 


Dr. Lotfi’s session, “Watchman and 
CTO: Advances in Care for the Treat- 
ments of Atrial Fibrillation and Complete 
Total Occlusion,” will provide an update 
on how scientific advances are allowing 
for alternative treatment for AFib and 
complete coronary artery occlusion. 


Meet current students, faculty and parents. 


RSVP: wma.us/rece 
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ption or 413.596.9107 


ode Eh! Bake 


The Heart & Vascular Health Lecture 
Series, presented by the Baystate Heart 
& Vascular Program as part of American 
Heart Month, will focus on presentations 
designed by Baystate Medical Center 
physicians to inform those attending on 
the latest advances in heart and vascular 
care and 
how _ they 
can main- 
tain or im- 
prove their 
heart and 
vascular 
health. 

All lec- 
tures will 
be held 
from noon 
to 2 p.m. 
at the Bay- 
state Health 
Education 
Center, 361 
Whitney 
Ave., Holy- 
oke. 

The free 
lectures 
continue of 
Feb. 9 with 
heart failure 
specialist 
Leeor 
Jaffe of 
Baystate’s 
Heart & 
Vascular 

















Program, who will present “CardioMEMS 
and Heart Failure: Latest Technology To 
Improve Care for Patients with Heart Fail- 
ure.” Dr. Jaffe will discuss heart failure 
and the implications of a weakened heart, 
and will provide an update in technology, 
including a simple device that can detect 
concerns before symptoms arise. 

Vascular surgeon Dr. Yiming Av- 
ery Ching of Baystate Vascular Services 
will present “PAD and Carotid Disease: 
Symptoms, Diagnosis, and Best Ther- 
apies for Vascular Disease” on Feb. 16. 
His presentation will focus on symptoms 
and when to seek treatment for peripheral 
arterial disease and disease of the carotid 
artery. Those attending will learn about 
the most effective treatment available to 
improve symptoms and minimize other 
health risks. 

The series will conclude on Feb. 23 
with “Heart Disease Hot Topics: Vaping, 
E-Cigarettes, Marijuana and Alcohol — 
Harmless or Destructive? What Patients 
with Heart Disease Need To Know.” The 
session will be led by preventive cardiolo- 
gist Dr. Quinn Pack of Baystate’s Heart & 
Vascular Program. 

Heart healthy light refreshments will 
be served at the lectures and educational 
handouts on heart and vascular health will 
be provided. Parking is free and registra- 
tion is required for each session by vis- 
iting baystatehealth.org/events, or calling 
413-794-5200. 

To learn more about Baystate Medical 
Center’s life-saving cardiac capabilities, 
visit www.baystatehealth.org/bhvp. 


ARTISANS from page 9 
find a number of photographs from Mary Presto, of En- 


Monson Savings Bank - 


Send Money with Zelle* 


We partnered with Zelle so you can easily send money 
to almost anyone you know and trust’. It’s a fast, safe 
and easy way to send and receive money, split the 
cost of a bill? or pay back your roommate for your 


share of the rent. 


FAST 


Get your money typically in minutes? 


SAFE 


Send money using only an email address 
or U.S. mobile phone number 


EASY 


Just log in to your online 
or mobile bank account 


LOG IN TO YOUR BANK ACCOUNT AND GET STARTED TODAY 


Learn more at www.monsonsavings.bank/manage/personal-services/Zelle/index.html Terms and conditions apply. 


Copyright © 2019 Monson Savings Bank. All rights reserved. 
Zelle and the Zelle related marks are wholly owned by Early Warning Services, LLC and are used herein under license. 


‘ Must have a bank account in the U.S. to use Zelle. 


? In order to send payment requests or split payment requests to a U.S. mobile number, the mobile number must already be enrolled in Zelle. 


3 Transactions typically occur in minutes when the recipient's email address or U.S. mobile number is already enrolled with Zelle. 


LENDER Member FDIC, Member DIF 


Monson Savings 


www.monsonsavings.bank 


Your Bank Forever 





' Zelle 


field, Connecticut, who focuses her attention on wildlife 
photography. Presto only recently began her creative 
journey a few years ago after acquiring her first digital 


camera. She has been in- 
volved with the Artisans 
for two years. 

“It’s a nice, friendly 
group,’ she said, thank- 
ful for the opportunity to 
show her art with others 
from the local area. “This 
iS a nice opportunity for 
someone to start.” 

Since starting taking 
photographs of wildlife, 
she’s been able to capture 
a snowy owl and other 
birds of prey, and a bobcat 
in her home community. 
Unlike some _photogra- 
phers, however, Presto 
said she doesn’t doctor her 
images with photo-editing 
software, except to adjust 
the brightness, opting to 
let nature be her canvas. 

Heather Black, a West 
Springfield jewelry mak- 
er, was another of the ar- 
tisans exhibiting her craft. 
She began making jewelry 
as a child about 20 years 
ago and now makes every- 
thing from necklaces, ear- 
rings and bracelets out of 
gemstone beads and pre- 
cious metals like sterling 
silver and 14 carat gold. 

“T usually sell a hand- 
ful at each show,’ Black 
said, appreciative of the 
opportunity to display her 
craft to the community. “I 
love the camaraderie.” 

Those looking to get 
involved with the Artisans 
are encouraged to visit 
their website at scanticriv- 
erartisans.org or call 413- 
205-7985. 


